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THE Permanent Endowment Fund 
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of the Western Unitarian Sunday-.- 


School Society is now $45; Additional 
contributions will be gladly received. 


Mr. LEARNED spoke the closing 
word, recalling the Irishman’s remark, 
that to be as good as our fathers we 
must be better. The final worth of all 
these yearly reunions is the power they 
generate to accomplish better work. in 
the year to come. 


SEVEN women were numbered among 
the ministerial delegates to the Confer- 
ence, and no word was more welcome 
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know of no organization that gives 
women more free and matter-of-course 
recognition than the Western Confer- 
ence. 


THE average heretic, who is com- 
pelled to throw aside his old _ beliefs, 
and comes from the orthodox church, 
holds a comparatively plain and con- 
sistent position, said Mr. Gannett, in 
his conference sermon. But the position 
of the Unitarian heretic is necessarily 
anomalous,since U nitarianism hasa habit 
of “ catching up ” with its heretics,glor- 
ifying and exalting great leaders like 
Emerson and Parker, whom it once 
felt obliged to deny and ostracize. 


THE subscriptions of our Eastern 
friends to the Endowment fund, vza 
the Parker Memorial contribution, 
were very. generous, and most en- 
couraging for the moral trust and fel- 
lowship therein signified. Mr, Chad- 
wick gave $500.00, and Mr. Potter and 
Mrs. Cheney $100.00 apiece. 


SPEAKING Of the helps to moral en- 
thusiasm and growth in the religion of 
reason, Prof. Gould said at the Plat- 
form meeting that, according to the old 
faith based on miracle and perfection in 
the beginning of things, Adam and EVe 
fell; it was all they could do. A sounder 
as well as more inspiring belief is that 
which preaches the rise of man. 


Mr. HosMEr pointed out in his dis- 
course that it was easier to make a certain 
type of denominationalism than a relig- 
ionist, easier to make a Presbyterian 
a Baptist, or a Unitarian than an earn- 
est consistent lover of truth in either; 
easier to make a man or woman a Chris- 
tian than Christlike, as it is easier to 
make a republican or democrat than a 
good citizen. 


Our Holland Missionary, Mr. Van 
Roy, gave a five-minute account of his 
labors amoung his countrymen, to or- 
ganize a liberal society in Chicago; and 
recalling an address given by Robert 
Collyer at one of their meetings, and 
the general impression produced, 
described him as one who, like Charles 
Dickens, knew how to preach the gos- 
pel “ laughingly.” 


Mr. Hunting described incidentally 
the methods and spirit which must be 
employed by the Unitarian missionary 
of to-day, when he said, reporting the 
work for Lowa, that the newly-organ- 
ized church at Decorah was made up 
of all types of liberalism, agnostics, 
spiritualists, and infidels, but bound to- 


| gether by a common love of thought 


and desire to seek the truth. 


TuHE plans for the summer come 
are as yet only outlined, but the sketc 

proves very attractive. The work done 
at the Institute meetings of the past 
year has shown how much such an op- 
portunity for consultation and exchange 
of thought and method was needed. 
The extended time which the summer 
sessions allow, the larger range of 
programme, giving place to minister’s 


work, and Unity Club or some popular | 


science work, together with the social 
and vacation advantages, promise an 
attractive and helpful inauguration of 
another year’s work. 


DurinG the hour given to the Sun- 
day-School Society Wednesday after- 
noon, two important matters were pre- 
sented: ‘The Study Course, and the 
Summer Assembly. Inthe reports up- 
on the Study Course from two of the 
schools beginning it last year, we learn 
that notwithstanding, perhaps, decause 
of, the high subjects of thought presen- 
ted,on account of which objections have 
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been raised, the work of the schools has 
borne excellent results. Several schools 
wishing to use this course, feel unequal 
to its demands for teachers’ meeting 
work, and when it was announced that 
consultations had been held as to the 
printing of weekly notes in Unity up- 
on each Sunday’s lessons from which 
slips could be struck off and sent out to 
schools following the lessons, the audi- 
ence warmly applauded. ‘Thus far it is 
only a consultation, but one which will 
yield fruit, if the suggestion meets with 
sufficient encouragement. Will those 
who would like to use such helps in pur- 
suing these studies, send word to the 
Secretary of the Sunday-School Society 
and name the number that would be 
wanted? 


THE critical meeting of the Western 
Anniversaries was the second session of 
the Women’s Conference, the vital in- 
terest of which lay in the discussion of 
way and means by which the Confer- 
ence mightunite with the newly-formed 
National Alliance. It was very unfor- 
tunate that this question was placed at 
the end of the programme, where the 
fatigue of the delegates and lack of time 
compelled its postponement until a later 
session. but though the first meeting 
broke up in much disappointment, and 
even some irritation, the native good 
sense and conscience of the members re- 
asserted itself,so that entire good feeling, 
patience and a disposition to learn pre- 
vailed throughout the adjourned meet- 
ing, though it was nearly three hours 
long, and at the close of the last day 
when all were very tired. 


THERE was no pleasanter or more 
helpful feature of the meetings than 
the appearance of Mrs. Ednah D. 
Cheney on the platform, first at the 
W omen’s Conference, and second at the 
Parker Memorial meeting Wednesday 
evening. Mrs. Cheney is well known 
as a free religionist; and those who 
think the members of that small but 
honorable body care more for freedom 
in religion than. religion itself, should 
have heard her earnest and _ elo- 
quent appeal for the proper instruction 
of the children of liberal parents in the 
principles of their rational faith. At 
the Memorial meeting Mrs. Cheney 
spoke of “ Parker, the Pastor,” being 
well qualified for this task of affection, 
since she was one of the great preach- 
er’s parishoners. 


+ 


THE WESTERN ANNIVERSARIES. 


The work done and the spirit mani- 
fested by the three Unitarian Societies 
which held their annual meeting last 
week, in this city, may safely be in- 
ferred by the reader of these columns. 
Unity lends its pages, in this issue, as 
has been its custom many years, to the 
Western Conference. Last week was 
one of hearty greetings, of plain speak- 
ing, of earnest discussion and of frank 
differences. It was alsoa week of gener- 
ous sacrifices. The increased represen- 
tation, the many new faces welcomed for 
the first time, the unparallelled exhibit 
of the treasurer which showed that the 
Western Conference came to its annual 
reckoning with all its obligations met, 
and something left over, all combined to 
make it a season of congratulation and 
hope; while the blossoming out of the 
Theodore Parker Memorial Meeting 
into a contribution of nearly $6,000 to- 
wards the proposed $10,000 tribute to 
the memory of Theodore Parker, which 
at the same time is to be an addition to 
the permanent fund of the Western Con- 
ference, showed that the era of giving, 


|too long delayed, is slowly dawning | 
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upon the Unitarians of the West. If 
we mistake not, there are to be noble 
benefactions and wide-reaching contri- 
butions made to these societies, and the 
work which they represent, before the 
close of this century. A careful perusal 
of the columns which we offer this 
week—much more an attendance at the 
meetings reported—will persuade the 
most skeptical that frank speech pays, 
and brings its prompt return in enthu- 
siasm and tenderness. It also proves 
that what has been characterized as a 
“calamity” to the Western Conference 
is proving its inspiration. No one look- 
ing into the evidence mentioned can 
doubt that the position of the W. U.C. 
has both staying and inspiring qualities. 
It is also becoming more and more ap- 
parent that this position, instead of car- 
rying the organization outside the pale 
of Unitarian sympathies, is carrying it 
into the heart of the Unitarian position. 
Even the point of strain at these meet- 
ings will prove that it was also the 
point of revelation and of inspiration. 
The women in their organization had, 
until this year, succeeded in postponing 
what seemed to be the evil day, viz., 
the discussion of the questions aroused 
by the Cincinnati resolution. This 
year it came up with some painful com- 
plications; but these women will look 
back upon these perplexing days as 
glowing days. “The more time to 
think ever it” which they provided for 
themselves was the wise and noble 
thing to do. It will bring wisdom, 
deeper respect for opposing opinions,and 
tenderer love for each other. It will 
teach them how to work together, while 
recognizing differences both of methods 
and of principles. 

Altogether it was a season both quick- — 
ening and refreshing. It remains by a 
ss completion of the Theodore 

arker Memorial Fund of $10,000, t 
place the Western Conference on a foot- 
ing that will be beyond question, and 
that will make it a joy and not an 
anxiety to all its friends. 

“Greater things than these will “ye 
yet do.” 


A GENERAL VIEW, 


The peculiar quality of the last ses- 
sion of the Western Conference was 
the returning confidence it showed on 
the part of its disturbed constituency. 
Thirty-seven churches represented this 
year where only twenty-three were re- 
ported a year ago, and a small surplus 
in the treasury. The Conference opened 
with a sermon by Mr. Gannett, on 
“ The Higher Unitarianism.” This was 
not one of Mr. Gannett’s great ser- 
mons, like “ The Faith of Ethics,” but 
it was one suited tothe hour and the 
hour’s need. The expression “ higher 
Unitarianism,” implies there is a lower 
Unitarianism, and with this hint of his 
purpose to start on, Mr. Gannett re- 
viewed the history of the Unitarian 
body in respect to its attitude towards 
those new and higher truths, from time 
to time presented for its consideration, 
in the teachings of some great leader like 
Parker or Emerson, or as embodied in 
some advanced movement like Tran- 
scendentalism or Free Religion. The 
effect of this discourse lay in no new 
facts presented, but in the perfectly 
goodnatured, often playful and humor- 
,ous way in which the speaker portrayed 
the situation. The incongruous, not to 
say ludicrous, aspects of past theologi- 
cal disputes, and the present controversy 
in which certain Unitarians are now 
engaged, were brought out very clearly, - 
keeping the audience in a _ continual 
ripple of self-accusing mirth. 
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derneath the amusement lay a deeper | 
sadness, and tears often accompanied the 
smiles. 

The first business session of the Con- 

ference was held the following morn- 
ing, and will be reported in another 
column, as will the Sunday School 
meeting, which occupied the first hour 
in the afternoon. The address’ of Mr. 
Mann, on “ The Need of More Intel- 
lectual Life in the Church,” was a plea 
for the deepening and strengthen- 
ing of the mental currents in the relig- 
ious life. Apropos of the criticism often 
heard that a minister’s sermons are too 
scholarly or too intellectual, it was 
urged that no minister need be afraid 
of overloading his sermon with ideas. 
Fullness does not tire,but emptiness does. 
The sermon should deal more with the 
living questions of the day, new books 
and the latest discoveries in science. 
The literary club has served an excel- 
lent purpose in stimulating and enrich- 
ing the minds of both preacher and 
congregation. Mr. Learned spoke on 
the same theme, finding no place in his 
own mind for those ready distinctions 
often made between the intellectual and 
spiritual aspects of a truth. Many peo- 
ple knew no higher name for spiritual 
things than goodness. ‘The distinction 
made by one minister between “ the 
club church and the church of the Liv- 
ing God,” was one he could not appre- 
ciate. The club is a needed feature of 
church life; culture and intelligence are 
as. desirable in the pews as inthe pulpit. 
The minister cannot do his proper work 
with dull parishioners. Channing said 
the greatest obstacle to human progress 
was the stupidity of good people. The 
Parker meeting which followed in the 
evening -will be elsewhere reported. 
The opening paper on Thursday morn- 
ing was by M Lay pod on “The W estern 
Conference—Its Work and Mission,” 
and gave an outline of the entire history 
of this work. No one was better fitted 
for this task, by long and intimate ac- 
quaintance with the Conference, and as 
the close associate of her husband in his 
long connection with the same, as secre- 
tary, than Mrs. Jones. Che paper 
was written in her own direct and forci- 
ble style and was listened to intently. 
It will be printed in UNITy at an early 
day. Mr. Hosmer followed with an es- 
say on ** Measures of Church Success.” 
There are different measures, as different 
kinds of church success. A church may 
be successful socially, or in g business 
way, when it is a dreary failure on the 
spiritual and religious side, though there 
are a few churches that combine both 
kinds of success. ‘The true work of the 
church is that of moral instruction and 
religious inspiration. Its service of 
praise cannot c adequately performed 
by paid professional singers. The 
church is the spiritual home of the peo- 
ple who attend it,all motives of worldly 
prudence and self-seeking are out of 
place here. : 


The afternoon address on “* The Hu- 
manitarian’s Demand on the Churches,” 
by Henry D. Lloyd, failed to treat the 
subject directly, the lecturer choosing 
to dwell on the socialistic aspect of the 
question, with what seemed, even to 
those most inclined to sympathize with 
him, a too marked preponderance of 
sentiment and argument on one side of 
the question. Mr. Lloyd is known as 
an earnest advocate of the rights of the 
laboring classes, bringing the resources 
of arichly stored mind and character 
to bear on the solution of questions, and 
the removal of wrongs that can be of 
no immediate personal concern to him- 
self. The position is one that does him 
the highest honor, but we cannot but 
think, taking this particular essay as an 
example of his general mode of reason- 
ing on the subject, he permits himself 
through excess of sympathy, to fall into 
a partial and one-sided view of his sub- 
ject. He is more eloquent than persua- 
sive. His words often move and stir us 
where they do not convince. Mrs. Che- 
ney, in a few brief remarks on the es- 
say, showed the more philosophical 


ie method of approaching the subject, 


om oa no one class, not 
the employers, deserves 
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entire condemnation; and no other,even 
that of the employed, entire exculpa- 
tion, for existing wrongs affecting each 
But Mr. Lloyd’s essay cannot be too 
highly commended for the warm and 
generous spirit, something more indeed, 
—true brotherly Jove and desire to help 
—which it shows toward the poor and 
unfortunate. Mr. Bradley, of Quincy, 
said a word in the discussion, expressing 
the feeling that the essay contained too 
severe an arraignment of Christianity, 
and placing his trust in the slow but 
sure process of education and social ev- 
olution. 

We have space for but a word about 
the Platform Meeting on Thursday 
evening, when four speakers discussed 
the subject of the New Religion, and 
its relation to the differing human 
needs of the hour. Prof. Gould, of 
Manistee, said that according te the old 
definition there was no new word in 
religion, but the new interpretation of 
that term shows a continually-unfolding 
world of thought and of moral prog- 
ress and discovery, akin to the boundless 
realm of natural treasure and experi- 
ence in the natural world. Mr. Dun- 
can, of Sheffield, spoke of the message 
of the new religion to the young, 
claiming it as one of hope and inspira- 
tion to earnest endeavor in every walk 
of life. Mr. Crothers, of St. Paul, 
spoke ofthe significance of the prefix 
re in the vocabulary of religious experi- 
ence, as in the words revival, regenera- 
tion, resurrection. Religion a continual 
development of the old, and fresh dis- 
covery of the new meanings and possi- 
bilities hidden in old truths. Miss Bart- 
lett took up the mooted point, 
whether Unitarianism fails to reach 
the. lower and: more needy classes 
through excess of culture, claiming if it 
did such failure was of the saddest. But 
this fault is far more likely to lie in our- 
selves than in our form of faith. If 
rational religion is true it must have its 
share of moral power. It would be 
more correct to say Unitarianism has 
not tried than that it has failed. 

The intellectual quality of the con- 
ference, setting aside the Parker meet- 
ing, may be designated as fair rather 
than high, the essays being of a useful 
order rather than brilliant. But the 
practical results and the spirit of re- 


from amply atoned for this, if atone- 
ment was necessary. To the immedi- 
ate friends and supporters of the confer- 
ence, as has been said, the 36th session 
will be remembered as that which 
marked the returning tide of good-will 
and confidence among the churches 
composing it. For various reasons, 
connected mainly with the business side 
of its affairs, the conference was com- 
pelled to do a good deal of talking 
about itself, and some of our friends 
went home a little disappointed and dis- 
pleased on this account, but those stand- 
ing in closer official connection with it 
know that this was unavoidable. Year 


the conference encroaches on the 
thought side; but this is to be regarded 
as a sign of progress, and of the grow- 
ing practical activity in all our churches, 
Cc. P. W. 


THE THEODORE PARKER MEMORIAL 
EVENING, 

It was the third of the memorial an- 
niversaries which the Western Confer- 
ence has celebrated. Emerson in 1838 
gave his “Divinity School Address ;” 
in 1888 we echoed it with praise and 
thanksgiving,—fifty years of Emerson 
had brightened over us. Darwin in 1859 
published his “ Origin of Species;” in 
1889 our speakers tried to summarize 
the products of thirty years of evolu- 
tion—thought. And now it was The- 
odore Parker’s turn. In a = lay 
dying in the Florence chamber, and 
one day in the ebb of consciousness 
this thought drifted _out to speech: 
“There are two Theodore Parkers 
now; one dying here in Italy and the 
other I have planted in America.” This 
year we kept a “ Harvest Home” for 
products of that planting. And soon it 
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will be Channing’s turn: in 1842 he 
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newed cheer and courage flowing there-. 


by year the business or working side of | 


died,—in 1892, amid the celebrations of 
the re-discovery of America, we must 
celebrate the memory of him who re- 
discovered the “ divinity of the human 
soul,” 

But this year gratitude to Parker! 
It seemed to add horizon to the grati- 
tude to think, as we sat and listened 
Wednesday evening, that the place of 
celebration was a Methodist Church,that 
the three chief speakers came from the 
Atlantic shore, and that the city where 
they spoke, Chicago, with its Western 
million of inhabitants, was still the 
haunt of deer and wolf when Theodore 
Parker began his ministry. ‘ Seven- 
teen wolves, two deer, one bear,” was 
what a party of officers from Fort Dear- 
bon brought in one afternoon, in 1837, 
from a day’s hunt in that very Oak- 
wood .region of Chicago where the 
friendly Methodist church now stood, 
—if a certain white-haired member of 
that hunting party told us white truth 
three years ago! On the platform the 
large best of Parker—Sidney Morse’s 
handiwork, which might well grace 
many of our churches—seemed to smile 
and glow from its deep eyes, as if in 
recognition of the tribute. ° 


First came the worship-thought 
voiced for us in a noble hymn by Chad- 
wick, and prayer by Henry Maxson, 


then a poem by Vila Blake,—a dainty 
overture with just its touch and vanish 
of themes which loudly sounded out in 
all that followed. What elements com- 
bined to make a Soul like his? the poet 
sought, the closing couplet only shall 
hint what he found: 


“ Love is the bosom where the lightnings be 
Of Knowledge, Reason, Speech and Honesty.” 


Then William Potter, of New Bed- 
ford, long time the president of the 
Free Religious Association, told us of 
“ Parker the Man & Parker the Re- 
former.” A conscience keen, imperative, 
making him the moral belligerent he 
was—this the inmost essence of the man; 
outside of this, a mind of towering in- 
tellectual ambition, of wondrous ca- 
pacity for knowledge, of tireless persis- 
tence and love of truth; and with this 
conscience and this mind, a heart that 
was a well-spring of affection and of 
deep, pure reverence, of humor too that 
served him well, and of quick and ten- 
der sympathies—for tears lay always 
close behind the flash of thought; these 
were the storages of moral, mental, af- 
fectional energy, which fitted him to do 
the Luther work that lay before him. For 
though in storm and stress it were no 
Luther time, it was more than the Lu- 
ther step from Church to Bible that 
Parker took in moving from the Bible 
tothe Human Soul. The issue of the 
day was between religion supernatural, 
founded on a miraculous revelation and 
its book, and religion natural with reason 
and conscience, the only and the ade- 
quate seat of authority. This difference 
once fairly grasped by Parker, this step 
once fairly taken by him, and all the 
reformation-powers in him came into 
play, and all reforms of the day, in 
thought, in politics, in social relations 
had him for soldier. Notable among 
them all was Anti-slavery. ‘“ Bitter,” 
they said of him; “as Jesus, bitter,” 
explained Mr. Potter; “Iconoclast of 
sacred truths,” they said; ‘ Like all re- 
formers, destroying to fulfill,” Potter 
said; “* His day is passed,” they say; 
passed into the thought and life of an 
improved humanity, the _ speaker 
claimed. The first editions of his ser- 
mons were text-books for Sumner and 
Abraham Lincoln, his new editions of 
to-day are the books of other writers 
echoing and fulfilling his thought. _Ly- 
man Abbott’s “ new theology ” editorial 
of to-day is Theodore Parker’s “ Levi 
Blodgett” tract against Unitarian con- 
servatives of 1840. To his own denom- 
ination he was as an exile all through 
his later life, but in a single generation 
of his immortality he had converted the 
denomination which had’exiled him. 

John Chadwick next took up the 
theme, he whose monthly sermon 
comes, by grace of his parishioners, 
into many of our Western church-door 
pulpits, and so many of whose hymns 
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the part assignedhim. So he told us— 
and the telling showed —that the 
thought of Parker was the natural out- 
come of the Unitarian tradition; that he 
was “a Unitarian, conservative of its 
principles as a movement,” because U ni- 
tarianism came into being as a protest 


tin behalf of reason against all forms of 


mental slavery; that his faithfulness to 
the Unitarian principles necessitated a 
a departure and on-going from the cur- 
rent Unitarian doctrines of his time; 
that in fact he might be called, so far 
as names are noteworthy, the true 
“Channing Unitarian” of fifty years ago, 
inasmuch as he emphasized that which 
Channing mainly emphasized — the 
Soul the source and reason the method, 
in religion—while his decriers strained 
for much on which Channing laid an 
increasingly diminished stress. And in 
this connection the speaker gave in 
brief the story of the transition period 
in the New England Church. Next 
he showed the thinker’s individual prep- 
aratiow; showed us his home, not 
shelved, but inundated, with his books; 
his mind imbued with them, but not 
subdued by them, still master of itself 
and them,—* less bookish he in thought 
and speech than they who knew no 
books;” his work as a translation of 
the German Bible critics—a translator, 
but no henchmen of the foreign schol- 
lars; and then showed the scholar re- 
sisting the great temptation of his life, 
namely, to be a scholar. It was the 
anti-slavery conflict that tore him from 
his desk. 

But what was this Thinker’s thought? 
To answer that the speaker briefly de- 
scribed the system that would fain com- 
press the soul’s transcendent visions of 
God, Deity, Immortality into a _ philo- 
sophic zsm. And here came in another 
stroke of sound criticism to the effect that 
the very effort to do this inParker’s stren- 
uous way, the very effort to concretely 
map out Transcendentatism, proved the 
trier to be, after all, a man of the scien- 
tific rather than the true transcendental 
cast. He.was transcendentalist, as it were, 
by accident and by resolve, as means of 
protest against the finger-deep sensa- 
tional philosophy of his day; but by 
all the gait and temper of his mind, his 
love: of facts, and love of classifying 
them, he was himself a deeper sensa- 
tionalist. And by this greater depth, 
this going nearer to the center for his 
facts, the truer diviner he; and both 
science and philosophy, in their later 


the tendencies he represented then. 

Leaving the rest of Chadwick’s paper 
to be read in his own words, we must 
save a little space for what probably all 
felt was the fitting climax of this memo- 
rial evening,—Mrs. Ednah Cheney’s 
presentation of “ Theodore Parker as 
the Pastor.” She could speak as the 
Parishioner. In low and tender tones 
she told us stories of the great congre- 
gation in the Boston Music Hall and 
the man who drew them there;—how 
his hearers could understand every word 
of his sermons, learning having become 
wisdom in him, and the streets and fields 
being the purveyors of illustration 
for him. His one aim was “to say the 
best things I have in the plainest way 
I can.” His prayer was “conscious en- 
trance into communion with the Uni- 
versal Spirit,’— entrance oftenest 
through the gate of Thanksgiving. One 
said, and said for many, “ 1 knew that, 
whatever the week brought, I could 
bear it, if I could hear his prayer on 
Sunday.” Then we saw Parker among 
his people, Parker with the children, 
Parker at the wedding and the funeral, 
and felt the sweetness of the man who 
could thunder on the platform against 
wrong upon the throne; and at last, for 
a moment, we were no longer at our 
own memorial evening in the-west, but 
it was a Sunday morning thirty years 
ago in Boston, and we were of the 


first memorial service for Theodore 

Parker, dead. Ga: 
Nor even yet was the evening over. 

Though it was already very late, Jenkin 
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we sing. ‘“ Parker, the thinker,” was 
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progress, have responded not a little to ~ 


ple who with tears were holding the. 
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Lloyd Jones dared what only he would — 
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fully,—told the waiting people to crys- 
tallize their thankfulness to Parker into 
4 memorial offering in hisname. “ Give 
ten thousand dollars in Theodore Park- 
ers’ name as his contribution to the 

ermanent endowment fund of the 
Western Conference, which to-day is 
standing for the spirit and the freedom 
in religion which he stood for so brave- 
ly in his time.” -The audience stayed, 
the cards Were passed, amounts came 
quickly pressing in, in a few moments 
some $5,500 was announced as pledged, 
—the rest is sure to come, we feel, 
among those who read this word,—and 
then, Gitose heeke-roing: we sang an- 
other hymn: 


“Our kindling hearts confess 
That no good thing is failure, 
No evil thing success! 
From age to age it groweth, 
That radiant faith so high, 
And its crowning day is coming, by and; by.” 


WwW. Ge G. 


BUSINESS ASPEOTS OF THE OON- 
FERENCE. 

The voluntary system of financial 
support has often been spoken of as 
something wonderful in its results, as 
seen in our American churches. It is 
the standing puzzle of those who, in 
other countries, depend upon endow- 
ments and national aid. The voluntary 
system is seen in its extreme form in 
the support given to our religious con- 
ferences, Take our Western Confer- 
ence: churches, individuals, give or do 
not give, as they are moved; and yet 
the conference goes on. Not without 
difficulty, not without danger to its in- 
terests. A certain amount of doubt and 
embarassment from the the indefinite- 
ness and uncertainty of financial help 
seems inherent in the conditions of our 
work. But, if we are disappointed in 
these free gifts from some, we are en- 
couraged by the rising up of new 
friends upon whom we had not counted 
at all. We do what work we can for 
the Unitarian cause—do it as well as we 
can, and then trust to those acquainted 
with it to lend us their sympathies and 
their means to do more of it, and better. 
And, taking the years together, we have 
only gratitude and gladness to express 
for the generosity and faithfulness of 
the friends of the Western Conference. 
This year, above all other years in its 
life, when we consider the obstacles to 
be success which we have had to meet, 
the cruel distrust that has been diligently 
sown and augmented by a few among 
us, We cannot forbear saying that the 
meetings just closed may be interpreted 
as a poem of brotherly loyalty, a hymn 
of thanksgiving and joy. 

These annual consultations have tend- 
ed to bring better business habits into 
our churches. The old days of heavy 
church debts and yearly deficits are fast 
passing away. By living within their 
incomes our societies are everywhere 
increasing their incomes—have more to 
spend, more to give. All the meetings 
of a Conference are made more hearty, 
joyous and sincere, when there is no 
deep, dark shadow of unpaid bills hang- 
ing over it. This year the feeling was 
in a marked degree earnest.and buoy- 
ant. The number of churches contri- 
buting had increased fifty per cent. over 
last year. All liabilities, which had been 
larger than usual, had been met, every- 
thing looked toward an enlargement of 
the work, Add to this that in a single 
meeting nearly $6,000 was pledged as 
a Theodore Parker memorial gift to 
the permanent endowment fund of 
$50,000, proposed two years ago. This 
gift, in honor of the great Music Hall 
preacher, which is to consist of $10,000, 
judging from the enthusiasm of the re- 
sponse on that night, will not wait long 
for completion. Theodore Parker has 
friends in the west, in the east, also, and 
over the sea. This, when obtained, as- 
sures us the first $25,000 of the perma- 
nent fund, the income from which will 


_ add to the resources of the Conference. 


Already more money has been guaran- 


_teed to the uses of the Conference than 


last year; and altogether, therefore, the 


_ Outlook, from a business point of view, 
4S more assuring than it has been for 
twenty years, - 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT, D. L. 
SHOREY. 


BEFORE THE WESTERN UNITARIAN CONFER- 
ENCE AT CHICAGO, MAY 7, 1890. 


In opening the Thirty-sixth Annual 
Session of the Western Unitarian Con- 
ference, it is with profound satisfaction 
that I am able to declare that the Con- 
ference was never in a healthier con- 
dition of prosperity than now. During 
the past year our friends over the 
whole field have given enthusiastic and 
effective service. The money neces- 
sary to meet our financial necessities 

as been generously contributed by our 
riends, and the Conference now has 
no outstanding obligations. The Head- 
quarters in Chicago have been enlarged, 
and the money necessary to meet the 
increased expense has already been 
provided for. The organized work of 
the Conference is carried on effectively, 
as will be seen in the report of the 
Secretary, which will soon be laid be- 
fore you. Some new friends have 
come to us during the past year with 
aid and sympathy. We enter upon 
the new year with just grounds for 
hoping to accomplish more than we 
have done in any former year. 

The policy of the Conference is 
known wherever liberal-minded people 
care to take note of progress in well- 
doing. We believe’ that policy 
rests on tested and sure foundations. In 
our published statement of fellowship, 
we stand by Unitarian tradition and 
practice, in welcoming to our public 
meetings all whotry to do good service 
to their fellow-men. The last number 
of Zhe Unitarian justly says that the 
motto oftenest used by the friends of 
this Conference: “Freedom, Fellow- 
ship and Character in Religion,” is ac- 
cepted by the entire body of Unitarians; 
and that the only affirmative declara- 
tion in the Cincinnati resolution, that 
which contains the comprehensive and 
generous words of welcome to all who 
wish to join us “to help establish truth, 
righteousness and love in the world,” 
is as old as Unitarianism, and much 
older. It comes at last then to this, 
that our dissatisfied friends now only 
complain because we have said and 
still say that as a Conference, we con- 
dition our fellowship upon no doctrinal 
or dogmatic tests. “They do not tell us 
what dogmatic or doctrinal tests other 
general Unitarian” organizations have 


of fellowship; they do not tell us with 
any precision what dogmatic or doc- 
trinal tests they would have us impose; 
and they never have shown us what 


-authority has ever been given to the 


Conference, by the churches it repre- 
sents, to impose any dogmatic or doc- 
trinal tests whatever, upon its members 
as a condition of fellowship. Our 
critical friends know as well as we do 
that no representative Unitarian organ- 
ization in the United States has ever al- 
lowed a creed to be proclaimed; and 
that as often as the question has been 
raised it has been promptly answered 
by a sweeping negation. They know 
as well as we do, that it is no new de- 
parture in practice to welcome any 
worker of righteousness, regardless of 
his speculative opinions, to our public 
meetings, and sometimes, even to our 
pulpits. Jewish Rabbis have been in- 
vited to participate in the public meet- 
ings of our Conferences, east and west. 
Many years ago Rabbi Sonnenschein 
spoke on the platform at the St. Louis 
Cundetinies, Rabbi Hirsch, too, has 
for many years been gratefully wel- 
comed at the meetings of our Confer- 
ence. He has occupied the pulpit of 
the Church of the Messiah and other 
Unitarian societies in this city. The 
right to establish dogmatic or doctrinal 
tests of fellowship exists, if it exists any- 
where, in our Congregational churches, 


There, if anywhere, should be 
found the remnant of ecclesia 
ticism among us. The Mother 


Church in this city has no such tests. 
My esteemed friend, the Rev. Brooke 


| Herford declared a score of times from 
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imposed on their members as conditions’ 


his pulpit in this city, that the Church 
of the Messiah was composed of his 
entire congregation, or, to use his fa- 
miliar expression, “of all who signify 
their desire to casttheir lot in with us 
by taking a pew or a sitting, and by at- 
tending the public services of the 
church.” Thus was Unitarian liberal- 
ity declared the unit and source of 
all our power. What is good for those 
taught is good for the teacher. We 
have no priesthood in our body.and we 
do not mean to have any priest craft. 
We agree with Martineau that with 
Unitarians every man is his own priest 
and his own interpreter. 

It is sometimes urged that the position 
of the Conference in refusing to estab- 
lish creed, and doctrinal or dogmatic 
tests, is not only un-Unitarian, but un- 
Christian. Surely, they have read the 
gospels to little purpose who find in 
them any suggestion of the Master 
looking to a narrower basis of fellow- 
ship among men than that which was 
declared at Cincinnati and since repeat- 
edly re-affirmed by us. Of what con- 
ceivable significance to our Christian 
leader would be the lines of exclusion 
drawn by or against™the ethical cultur- 
ists or the Jew; by or against Pres- 
byterian, Baptist, Methodist or Con- 
servative Unitarian? Why then, it 
may be asked, do we retain the 
Unitarian name? We do not re- 
tain it, and will not use it as the shib- 
boleth of asect, any more than our 
leader, Channing, did. We do retain 
it on account of memories and associa- 
tions dear to most of us; for the victor- 
ies in behalf of intellectual freedom won 
by its organized forces; and because 
there is no broader or better term in 
science or religion to designate those 
who work together in common pur- 
pose for the promotion of righteousness 
among men. We retain it, because, 
notwithstanding some misuses, its mean- 
ing to us at least, is in harmony with 
the conclusions of modern science, with 
the whole law of ethics, and with every 
essential precepty of the Gospel. 


REPORT OF THE SEORETARY 


OF THE WESTERN UNITARIAN CONFERENCE, 
ALL SOULS CHURCH, CHICAGO, 


MAY 7, 1890. 


Friends of the Western Conference: 
Another year has fled all too swiftly, 
and I come once more to render to you 
an account of my stewardship. But 
first of all let me record an incident or 
two of the last session of this Confer- 
ence, which should still be kept in mind, 
as having an important bearing on the 
future growth and prosperity of the 
Unitarian movement in the West. 

That was an inspiring hour, during 
the first forenoon of last year’s session, 
when in response tothe report of Com- 
mittee on Permanent Endowment Fund, 
presented by Mr. John M. Ware, of 
Chicago, the audience kindled with en- 
thusiasm andin a few minutes’ time,gave 
pledges amounting in all to $11,830. 
The object of this Fund was “to give 
greater permanency and efficiency to 
the missionary work of the Western 
Unitarian Conference; to place it on a” 
firm basis, as an organization funda- 
mentally committed to the propagation 
of a religion in which character will be 
made superior to all thought lines and 
doctrinal discussions; and to aid in the 
building of churches whose membership 
will always be open to those who 
through such activities desire to advance 


or to be advanced in“ truth, righteous- ; 


ness and love.” This fund has grown 
in the interim to over $16,100, with 
more, it is thought, in sight. May we 
not hope that the friends of this Con- 
ference, at its present session, will make 
up the fund to the $25,000, the sum 
specified before collection can be legally 
called for, and so enable the Conference 
to infuse new life and power into all its 
activities, by giving it the means to carr 

out its own plans of work? There is 
practically no end to the work that is 
waiting for us, if we have the means to 
undertake it; and this fund once secured 
will begin a new era in our const A as an 
executive body. The old proverb saith 
that “ money is the root of all evil,” but 
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it is also the root of many good things, 
and a jsubstantial bank-account would 
prove the root of much courage and 
confidence in the Western Conference. 
That we are to have that bank-account 
is, we believe, among the things already 
written in the book of the future. 

Our people are beginning to feel the 
joy and inspiration of giving to the 
cause they love, and our littlé flock, 
feeble in resources, as it is wont to re- 
gard itself, will somehow find the means 
to untie the bands of the conference. 
see by a morning paper that the Salva- 
tion Army raised $100,000 for mission- 
ary work, in its self-denial week. 
Brethren and sisters, let us have a self- 
denial week and see what will come 
of it. 

You will remember a resolution 
passed by this Conference at its last ses- 
sion, which reads as follows: 


Resolved, That the Western Unitarian Con- 
ference, believing that women have already 
demonstrated their efficiency as teachers and 
ministers of religion, respectfully petitions the 
Board of Overseers of Harvard University to; 
extend the full privileges of its Divinity School 
to such women as would be eligible, were they 
men; and that the secretary of the Confer 
ence be instructed to present this petition. 


Your petition was duly presented by 
letter, and the following communication 
has been received from the chairman of 
the committee to whom it was referred: 


Rev. JOHN R. EFFINGER, Secretary of the 
Western Unitarian Conference, 175 Dear- 
born Street, Chicago, III: 


Deur Sir :—The resolution of your Confer- 
ence, relating to the admission of women to 
the Harvard Divinity School, has recently 
been referred by the Board of Overseers to a 
committeee of which I am chairman, together 
with a similar petition from the Iowa Unitarian 
Association, 

The committee will be glad to have you pre- 
sent such facts and arguments as you may 
wish to in support of your petition,—either by 
communication in writing or by representa- 
tives appearing personally before the commit- 
tee, or in both ways, according to your con- 
venience, at such time as you may designate. 
Written communications can be sent to me, 
and hearings, if such are desired, would be 
held at the rooms of Ihe College, at 50 State 
street, Boston. It would be a convenience if 
your Conference and the Iowa Association 
could arrange—if a hearing is to be held—that 
the two cases could be presented to us together, 
as they seem to to cover the same ground. I 
have senta similar letter to Rev. Arthur M. 
Judy, Davenport, Iowa, Secretary of the Iowa 
Association. Very truly yours, 

Henry W. PuTNaAM. 


The fixing of such a day and the ap- 
pointment of\a committee to present the 
subject in person, or by letter to the 
University, is now the duty of the Con- 
ference. 

Your secretary had but just gotten 
into the edge of the year’s work, when, 
as the result of an unlucky step, he 
found himself incapacitated for railroad 
traveling and was for some weeks ob- 
liged to consider his ways quite careful- 
ly, and to work entirely at long range, 
through the post office, rather than by 
word of mouth. Through the friendly 
support of a plaster-cast he was en- 
abled to attend the National Unitarian 
Conference at Philadelphia, in Septem- 
ber last, and to present the usual bien- 
nial report from the west. This Na- 


}tional Assembly had its moments of 


high inspiration, and its hours of de- 
lightful social intercourse. It did the 
women-side of its constituency fitting 
justice by placing on its governing 
scoop ue Bed names of Mrs. 
Judith W. Andrews and Mrs. George 
S. Hale of Boston. The voice of 
Francis E. Abbot, after long silence, 
was once more heard 
councils, in an able paperon “ Scientific 
Theology the ground of all liberal Re- 
ligion,” and it was an interesting and 
suggestive spectacle to witness the grey 
heads of New England Unitarians lift- 
ed in profound attemtion to the words 
of the man they had once ostracised. 
The relations of the Western Unitarian 
Conference with the National Unita- 
rian Conference have in past years been 
cordial, and the names of your secretary 
and one of your directors, have been 
from year to year continued, the one on 
the Council, the other on the Commit- 


tee of Fellowship for the West. At 


the Philadelphia meeting in 
1889, the National Council, 
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May 17, 1890 


dom,saw fit to drop these names from its 
official list. T’o come now to the work 
of the immediate past. 

FIELD WORK. 

The field work of the year has 
brought its usual demands upon the 
time of your secretary. He has been 
called to thirty-eight different points to 
preach and lecture and advise with 
parishes, as the representative of this 
Conference. He has counseled with 
churches in need of ministers, and min- 
isters in need of churches, and thought 
it a tolerably good stroke of work that 
during the summer months, when there 
is usually but little activity in church 
work, he aided in the settlement of six 
pastors—at Omaha, Janesville, Hins- 
dale, Alton, Moline, LaPorte—five of 
whom remain at their posts and are 
doing good work,—-one of the six having 
removed to the east. In response to 
the appeal of friends in Decorah, lowa, 
for a minister to take the initiative in 
the establishment of a liberal church, 


che brought them into acquaintance 


with our valiant brother Hunting, who 
in four month’s time has organized the 
newest Unity church :n the denomina- 
tion, and who will presently tell you 
more particularly of the growth of his 
young parish, that already has its sub- 
scription well under way for the build- 
ing of achurch home. 

Your secretary has traveled 14,578 
miles, several thousand less than the 
year previous, on account of the autumn 


lameness; has attended to the increasing, 


correspondence of the office; has edited 
the Field-note page of Unity, which 
he counts an efficient arm of his mis- 
sionary work; has now in the hands of 
the printer an enlarged edition of U.S. 
T. No. 21, to appear in its new form 
as U. M. T. No. 13, which with Nos. 
11 and 28, will make a convenient 
set of helps for Field and Sunday Circle 
work; has been invited to the five State 
Conferences held during the year, of 
which he was able to attend three; has 
assisted in the dedication of two church- 
es—at Winona and Eau Claire; in the 
installation of four ministers, and in the 
ordination of four. 

It was a departure from common 
usage and the making of a precedent in 
our history, when a young man and 
woman, Leslie W. Sprague and Lila 
Frost Sprague, husband and wife, of 
Monroe, Wis., applied to your secretary 
for ordination under the auspices of this 
Conference. The application Awas re- 
ferred to your directors, and after due 
deliberation and consultation by letter 
with the non-resident members of the 
Board, the secretary was instructed to 
arrange for the desired ordination, ac- 
cording to Congregational usage, and 
to extend to the candidates the fellow- 
ship of this Conference. The exercises 
were held in All Souls church, Jan. 16, 
1890, and according to the wish of the 
candidates, Dr. H. W. Thomas, Rabbi 
Hirsch, Flerence Kollock, James Vila 
Blake, J. L. Jones, John R. Effinger, 
of Chicago, and James E. and Blanche 
Pentacost Bagley, of Sioux Falls, S. 
Dak., were present taking part in the 
services, and the candidates were duly 
inducted to the ministry of a religion 
that sets no limit to thought and 
find its holiest sanctuary in the soul 
itself. 

Our Western staff of active ministers 
has been augmented during the year by 
H. T. Root at Hinsdale, N. M. Mann 
at Omaha, James E. and Blanche Penta- 
cost Bagley at Sioux Falls, Leslie W. 
and Lila F. Sprague at Monroe, F. H. 
York, recently from the Congrega- 
tional.church, at Moline, S. B. Loomis 
at Monmouth, Mila F. Tupper at La 
Porte, A. K. Glover at Grand Haven, 
J.C. F. Grumbine at St. Joseph, Leon 
A. Harvey at Cincinnati, and Thomas 

-Valentine at Duluth, and Robert C. 

orse, of the Congregational Church, 
supplying the Unitarian pulpil at Iowa 
City. Carrie F. Bartlett has removed 
from Sioux Falls, Dak., to Kalamazoo, 
Mich. F. P.S. Lamb, received by the 
Fellowship Committee from the Baptist 
denomination and settled for some 
months at Moline, is sojourning in the 


East. D.N. Hartley, received by the 


Fellowship Committee from the Con- 
gregational body, is temporarily re- 
siding at Sioux City. Henry D. 
Stevens has removed from Moline to 
Alton, and Wm. Ballou is holding the 
fort at Fargo, N. Dak. Six women 
have been ordained to our ministry 
during the year,—Mila F. Tupper, 
Blanche Pentacest Bagley, Carrie J. 
Bartlett, Lila Frost Sprague, Elinor E. 
Gordon, who remains at Sioux City as 
colleague of Mary A. Safford, and 
Helen G. Putnam, who is in active 
missionary work—work that means self- 


sacrifice and patient endurance, in North 
Dakota. 


HEADQUARTERS. 


We have recently been enabled to 
enlarge our Headquarters by the addi- 
tion of another room, giving us much 
needed space for the demands of the 
growing work that centres here. This 
enlargemerft was made possible by the 
offer of the Unitarian Club of Chicago 
to assume the responsibility of the in- 
creased rent. By the kind offices and 
contributions of Miss Louise M. Dun- 
ning, Mrs. Celia P. Woolley and nu- 
merous friends throughout tne city the 
walls have been newly decorated, and 
the rooms made more attractive and 
comfortable. Between the hours of 
eight in the morning and six in the 
afternoon they are open to all comers, 
and over and above the various depart- 
ments of work carried on, the Confer- 
ence headquarters is the centre of 
/much good fellowship, bringing people 
together from widely separated points 
and uniting them in common sym- 
pathies and aspirations. The kindred 
-activities of the Headquarters always 
deserve mention is this report. The 
Western 5. S. Society here matures its 
plans, publishes its valuable literature 
and keeps it on sale. 


Here Unity Publishing Committee 
sends forth its weekly paper—U nity— 
of which some of you may have heard, 
whose regular weekly issue is now 5000 
copies, each copy containing a sermon, 
making in fifty weeks the astonishing 
number of a quarter of a million ser- 
mons absorbed by Unity readers in two 
weeks less than a year. This com- 
mittee has also published, during the 
year, nine new editions of Unity mis- 
sion and Unity short tracts,—in all 
24,000 copies:, nine new Unity mission 
tracts and three Unity short tracts. 
There are now on the list thirty-seven 
Unity mission and twenty-seven Unity 
short tracts,—in all, sixty-four attempts 
to meet the demand of the times for our 
tract literature. The number sold and 
distributed free, during the past year, is 
39,797 copies. One man alone, a business 
man in Pennsylvania, ordered five 
thousand copies of S. T. No. 17— 
“Things most Commonly Believed To- 
day Among Us.” 

The Chicago Institute for Instruction 
in Letters, Morals and Religion, while 
strictly undenominational in character, 
also finds itscentre here, at your head- 
quarters. Its aim, as stated in its prospec- 
tus, is “ to provide for the study and dis- 
cussion of subjects pertaining to letters, 
morals and religion, in a scientific spirit, 
under the lead of a high and specially 
trained scholarship.” This child of much 
hope and faith on the part of its promot- 
ers has already achieved substantial suc- 
cess. Its receipts so far for the unexpired 
second year of its existence foot up 
$2,534.86. Its course of lectures, lately 
closed, was from scientific men of the 
first reputation and was largely attend- 
ed. We have here the beginning of an 
important influence which must be felt 
in the intellectual development of 
Chicago and the country tributary 
to it. 

The Women’s Western Unitarian 
Conference, the daughter of this Con- 
ference, still lends dignity and grace to 
our denominational home and has in its 
annual reports, which were submitted 
yesterday, demonstrated the wisdom of 
its founders. Need I say more to indi- 
cate to you the value to our work, to 
the progress of ideas, to thé growth of 
a rational religion in the West, of this 


home-centre at 175 Dearborn street, 
Chicago. The fact that our tréasurer 


will be able to report to you, to-day, a 
clean balance sheet, debts all paid and 
expenses met for the past year, is grati- 
fying evidence that the friends of the 

estern Conference are awake to the 
importance of a Western centre and re- 
solved to sustain it. 


And the fact that among the items of ' 


this report, if you listen to it carefully, 
you will hear of substantial tokens of 
sympathy and confidence from Brook- 
lyn and Rochester, New York; from 
New Bedford, Mass., and from other 
eastern points, where friendly hearts 
beat with us and friendly hands are 
stretched out to greet us in the struggle 
for freedom, fellowship and character in 
Religion, is significant and encourag- 
ing. 
CONDITION OF THE CHURCHES, 

It was resolved by a vote of your di- 
rectors to ask this year for information 
of ‘State Missionary movements from 
the representatives of the States them- 
selves, and on this account this report 
makes no mention of State Conferen- 
ces to which we look for continual 
growth and enlargement. But of the 
methods and workings of the Unitarian 
churches themselves it seemed desirable 


} that this report should give some com- 


parative statement. prewar. x” cer- 
tain questions were sent out from Head- 
quarters. From the answers which 
have been received, I gather the follow- 
ing information as to what is going on 
in our parishes. As usual some. of the 
churches failed to respond, but from 
thirty-two responses I glean mgey Ho 
teresting and suggestive facts. ith 
one or two exceptions all report Unit 
Clubs, or Study Classes of some kind; 
six have Emerson Classes; ten have 
Post Office Missions; four support 
Kindergartens; five have Confirmation 
Classes; eighteen sustain or aid chari- 
ties outside their own organization; 
eighteen have young peoples’ Clubs or 
Societies, or some-special method of in- 
teresting the young. Several ignore 
age lines and try to shape the activities 
of Church and Club.work in such ways 
as may command the interest of all ages. 
Clubs for study are taking the place of 
mere entertainment and amusement. 
Our ministers have high ideals which 
they are trying to realize in their 
churches. They feel that the mission 
of the Unitarian movement is one of 
salvation by education and development. 
It is their wish to make each Church a 
centre of spiritual growth and benevo- 
lent work in the community, to train 
citizens for the wise conduct of social 
life. We have Social Science Classes, 
Lend-a-Hand Clubs, Evening Schools, 
Flower Missions, Sewing Schools, 
Willing Workers,—all doing cheerful 
and diligent work. The hospitals in 
cities are gladdened with flowers gath- 
ered in village gardens. The little rag- 
ged Italian children in our Chicago 
Toynbee hall are made tidy by the 
labors of children in quiet country 
homes, and the little boys at Norwood 
Park Training School are supplied with 
Thanksgiving. and Christmas dinners 
and warm clothing through the moth- 
erly care of our women. One Church 
gives its rooms every Saturday of the 
working year to a domestic training 
school, called a Kitchen-Garden, where 
from fifty to seventy, from the poorest 
families, are taught domestic work so 
effectually that they go from this school 
into families rnd command good wages 
from the beginning.- The young peo- 
ple of one church are invited now and 
then by their pastor, who knows his 
telescope, to take a look into the starry 
depths above. In another church the 
Sunday-school pupils are asked to bring 
back something from their Summer va- 
cations, which is received and preserved 
in a cabinet, and on some suitable occa- 
sion, classified and made the subject of 
a conversation by some one able to 
jag of it from scientific knowledge. 
nd so the work goes on of educating 
our young ag 8 for usefulness, and 
educating our churches for their proper 
function in the community. It is glad- 
dening to the hearts of those who re- 
member the days when a Unitarian 
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leaguered fort, in which a few people 
found it the most that they could do to 
repel the attacks of irate foes, to see how 
our people are gaining courage and hope 
and coming to feel themselves an inte- 
gral part of community; how keen our 
young ministers are to learn the best 
methods and put them into practice, and 
how heartily most of our churches re- 
spond to their efforts. 


THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT, 

The missionary spirit is growing. 
Our minister at Monroe has formed a 
new congregation a dozen miles away, 
at Brodhead. The church in Sioux 
City is sponsor for a new. organization 
in the suburb of Morning Side, and is 
fostering a Sunday circle in -Florida. 
Pastor Hugenholts is looking forward 


7 ' 


-_ 


to another liberal Holland church in — 
Grand Rapids and to the timé in the 


near future when his son, after careful 
preparation in the mother country, add- 
ed to his Meadville training, will come 
to his aid and enable him to get out into 
the mission fields in Michigan and Da- 
kotah, where there are circles of Liberal 
Hollanders, who would be gladdened 
and strengthened by a visit from this 
good bishop of their countrymen. Un- 
der the inspiration of the ministry of 
Mr. Hugenholtz, at Grand Rapids, a 
Holland Liberal Religious Society has 
been organized in Chicago, and held a 
series of union meetings, last winter, 
with Sunday-evening discourses from 
the several Unitarian ministers of the 
city, and also Dr. Thomas, Prof. Swing 
and W. M. Salter. Mr. Eliot of Den- 
ver, writes: “The demands of cities 
like Salt Lake, Pueblo and Colorado 
Springs cannot golonger unheeded, we 
must have a State missionary. A call 
has been issued to the Unitarians of this 
section to meet at Denver, May 17th 
and 18th, to organize the Rocky Moun- 
tain Unitarian Conference as a basis for 
missionary work.” | 

The need of a more thorough organi- 
zation is yet deeply felt in many ‘of our 
churches, A minister, perhaps a young 
one is called to an old parish. He begins 
to look about for information as to the 
exact condition of the church, the num- 
ber and names of members, and the 
methods by which the work of the 
church has been carried on, but he can 
find no clear records of what has been 
done before him. His conviction grows 
strong that there is a better way to 
work, that church members ought to be 
recorded, that those who are with the 
church ought to be willing to stand up 
and be counted, that there should be 
some accepted mode of receiving mem- 
bers, and that the responsibility for the 
support of the church ought to fall up- 
on all the members in proportion to 
their ability. Our young men will often 
find it hard work to introduce these 
more systematic ways into a church 
which has lived from hand to mouth 
since its inception, but the time is com- 
ing when they must all fall into line and 
take up a wiser, manlier mode of exis- 
tence. Churches that mean to stand 
for anyt ring more than a protest against 
a dying orthodoxy must justify their ex- 
istence, and pay for their cost, by doing 
something worthy of themselves and 
useful to the community, and this they 
can never do by spending all their time 
in oiling their own machinery. The ap- 
pearance of monthly calendars, in which 
the work of a church is all planned and 


the year-books in which the reports of, 


the year’s work are given and the whole 
scheme of church-life is outlined, is one 
of the signs of the new organizing spirit 
which is growing in our midst. An 
Eastern minister writes to one-of our 
Western workers, on receiving his 
church annual: “ Your report is better 
than twelve lectures on pastoral duties, 
given at any theological institution in the 
country, as a send-off and an example. 
A wise distribution of it would be to 
put it into the hands of every young 


graduate ready for his work. I rejoice 


with you in the continued growth of 
your work, that it stands for the broad- 


er, deeper sense of things that so many r 
of us yearn to see prevail” 
Our Western churches are fortunate — 
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them, in the fact that they are not 
hampered by precedent and tradition: 
and if any of them fail to organize on 
the broader, nobler plan, and meet 
the demands of the present day, it will 
be a confession of weakness and indif- 
ference which. bodes little good for 
their future. 


THE GENERAL OUTLOOK, 
We cannot record any great landside 


from orthodoxy into tke liberal ranks; 
yet it is plain that the process of evolu- 


tion in religious thought is going on at. 


a somewhat accelerated pace, and this 
seems especially true in the West,where 
the movement for revision in the Pres- 
byterian body gets its largest vote. The 
severest criticisms of the creed to-day 
are made by Presbyterian ministers 
themselves. Utterances that a few 
years ago from the lips of a Unitarian 
would have been set down as the irrev- 
erent ranting of infidelity, are to-day 
listened to with Pgh by the Pres- 
byterian laity. e have frequent ti- 
dings of some orthodox minister who 
feels an uneasiness in his church rela- 
tions, and a growing conviction that his 
place is with the advancing line of re- 
ligious thought. There is scarcely a 
Unitarian minister in the west who is 
not the confidant of one or more such 
ministers. Letters come from business 
men in little villages asking how they 
shall go about it to get a Unitarian 
church. Here and there a spontaneous 
movement springs up, showing how 
the deep flowing tides of thought are 
turning towards a religion of reason 
and moral insight. The formation of 
the society at Decorah, to which allu- 
sion has already been made, is directly, 
so far as | can judge, traceable to a 
pure thought movement,. without any 
outside stimulus. It grew out of the 
studies and the thinking of a group of 
intelligent women, and is now the most 
alive of anything in the town. Now 
and then a church of orthodox affilia- 
tions finds itself so far out of sympathy 
with the ordinary denominational 
preaching that it is in great perplexity 
to know how to ‘fill its pulpit. The 
following advertisement clipped from 


a recent lowa paper tells its own story: | 


Wanted—By the Congregational church, of 
DeWitt, la., a first-class preacher. He must 
be a progressive thinker. He must be for- 
ward in advanced thought. He must have 
the higher ideal of spiritual life. He must 
understand of his own knowledge the way 
which leads to God’s spiritual kingdom and 
eternal life. No old school Calvinist need ap- 
ply. ~The litthe church wants an original 
thinker and nothing else will suit. 


When I add that the salary paid by 
this church is from eight hundred to a 
thousand a year, the gravity of the situ- 
ation becomes apparent. 

Various influences and currents of 
thought are modifying and changing 
the religious atmosphere, Many people 
who: £>-:yearsago thought Unitarian- 


ism ti. ‘dangerous of heresies are 
comin. ,,, ferent paths to find them- 
selves; .. ord with Unitarian ideas, 
and t:. «cen to their great surprise. 


This Conference has but one thing to 
do in all this flux and reflux of senti- 
ment and opinion, and that is to hold it- 
self steady to the high purpose which 
animates it to-day, and to work on in 
faith, hope and courage, undismayed by 
criticism, unhindered by opposition. We 
areto summon all our available resources 
for the support of our missionary work. 

€ are to remember it with generous 
hand while living, and in our wills when 
dying. We are to summon all our te- 
serves of faith and insight for the un- 
folding of that higher type of religion 
for which the world is yearning. “There 
Should be some to watch and keep alive 
all beautiful beliefs.” 

_And if so be, that our place is on the 
picket lines of the Unitarian. Camp, let 
Ws accept the trust bravely and count 
ourselves honored of God in being held 
to the post of danger, 

e can do no other than hold on to 
Sur faith in the principles which under- 
lie the Unitarian movement, to place the 
€mphasis, not on sect-names and creed- 
_ Words which fence men off from each 
B Other » but on character, on righteous- 
Pes: » ON reli "iC roe aes . 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
WOMEN’S WESTERN UNITARIAN 
CONFERENOE. 

To all the members and friends of 
the Western Woman’s Unitarian Con- 
ference we extend a most cordial greet- 
ing. We have assembled for the ninth 
annual meeting, not only to gather in- 
Spiration from the report of work ac- 
complished, but for the much needed 
suggestions for the better prosecution 
and establishment of the many interests 
that cluster around our organization. 
Two years ago this Conference did me 
the honor to elect me its president. I 
greatly regret it did not select a more 
capable and experienced presiding offi- 
cer from among its many distinguished 
members. I shall beg of you to bear 


my predecessors in this position, who 


are with us to-day, will grant me their 
assistance and advice. 


and prophets, we shall need aé/ the 


purity of purpose, earnestness and de- | 


votion to its up-building that we can 
command. May the spirit of justice, 
true reverence, and love of righteous- 
ness, that our brave fathers pleaded for, 
be ours. May the love of God, and 


the love for the helpfulness of human- ¢ 


otent watch- 
or doing !the 


ity, be ever our most 
word. May our zeal 


right thing never blind us to the right | there must have been a Phoebe there, 


_ for the historian speaks of an able paper 


way, and may we consecrate ourselves 
anew this year to this work so dear to 
us all. 

It affords us especial pleasure to-day 
to welcome the sisters from other asso- 
ciations who have come in the interest 
of our common cause: the Boston Aux- 
iliary, the New York League of Uni- 
tarian Women, the Philadelphia Aux- 
iliary. Far-away Denver sends also a 


representative, also Charleston, South | 


Carolina and Chattanooga, Tenn., for 
the first time, ‘we think, in our history. 
We extend a sincere greeting to these 
delegates. May the fatigues of the 
long journey be forgotten in the warm 
hand-clasp, and may they realize that 
we are all working to promote spiritual 
religion, to advance a rational Chris- 
tianity, and for the uplifting of human- 
ity; to emphasize more earnestly the 
importance of the religious life, and the 
moral power that must be the great 
reforming force to enthuse the world. 
May they be able to join in all our dis- 
cussions and feel they are not only im- 
parting strength to us, but are helping 
to solve their own problems, realizing 
that we are ome in name and spirit. 
The seed-thought of this Conference 
was planted in the hearts of our grand- 


mothers, way back in New England. 


It was kept warm and nourished, and 
began to show its first power of growth 
at the Western Unitarian Conference 
in Toledo, Ohio, in 1877. A resolu- 
tion was introduced by Rev. E. P. 
Powell that a committee be appointed 
to consider ways and means to bring 
the women into more general denom- 
inational work. This resolution was 
discussed by the gentlemen, and re- 
sulted in the appointment of a com- 
mittee of three women who reported 
favorably, the result being the as 
ment of a committee of thirteen women 
—the old prophetic number—request- 
ing them to organize immediately for 
co-operation in the general work of the 
Conference. In 1878, in the Church 
of the Messiah, Chicago, the Woman’s 
-Committee_reported the following: 


Whereas, The aim and purpose of the West- 
ern Unitarian Conference is to promote the 


spirit of Free Inquiry and Individual Respon. | 


sibility in all matters pertaining to Religious 
Faith and Doctrine and this without regard to 
race, sect, or sex; 

Whereas, Though women have been freely 
admitted into this Conference, they have here. 
tofore failed to identify themselves, save in a 
very partial and limited degree, either with 
its thought or action, and 


Whereas, We believe that the highest in- | 


our willingness, but our. to 
share henceforth with our br 
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labors and responsibilities of this association ; 
and that we pledge ourselves to an active and 
hearty support of those cherished convictions 
which constitute our Liberal Faith, and to 
which we owe a heart-whole and undying 
allegiance. To the practical furtherance of 
the above be it also 

Resolved, That we request of the officers 
and members of the Conference the election 
of an Assistant Secretary, such office to be 
filled by a woman, who shall have charge of 
all correspondence and general business re- 
lating to the work of women in the Confer- 
ence, and to present a report of the same at 
each annual meeting. 

Finally, That we recommend to the women 
connected with the Conference that they shall 
organize within their several vicinities an asso- 
tion of women for the study and dissemination 
of the principles of Free Thought and Liberal 
Religious Culture and the practical assistance 
of all worthy schemes and enterprises in- 


_ tended for the spread and upholding of these 


; ; . | principles. 
with my imperfections, and trust that | ih ing 


These resolutions were discussed by 
Messrs. Jones, Wendte, Shippen, and 


_ Gordon, and Mr. Jones moved “ That 


Some good man has said that we are _the Conference accepts with gratitude 


“the church of the upward and on- | 


; ? > . 
ward;” and if we are to be its heralds. W oman’s Committee to co-operate with 


the Conference in ifs various works, 


and approval the resolutions of the 


and gladly complies with its request 
to appoint an Assistant Secrétary from 
their number,” which was heartily 
carried, 

The Woman’s Conference historian 
fails to report the speech of any woman 
upon this important question. We can 
only infer that they were following the 
good old bachelor Paul’s injunction to 
“keep silent in the churches.” Still, 


upon “ The Duties of Liberal Women,” 


| by one whose hand is still upon: the 


wheel, and whose influence is felt 
through the length and breadth of our 
denomination. 

The formation of the Chicago Liber- 
al Union was the outcome of this Con- 
ference. The members of the Union 
pursued a thorough course of study in 
Religious History. Their practical 
work was the establishment of the Chi- 
cago Headquarters, a modest, simple 
venture, that has grown into our pres- 
ent Western home for all the activities 
of our Unitarian Conference. In 1879, 
at the conference held in Cincinnati, the 
bud of promise, the Post Office Mission, 
began to show signs of its perfect blos- 
som. The earnestness and interest of 
the women gave the impetus that start- 


ed Miss Sallie Ellis’ work, that has re- | 


sulted in great good to our isolated lib- 
erals all over our country. 

The strength of every movement is 
gauged by its financial success. In 1880, 
nine thousand dollars were raised 
through the various societies, entirely 
by the efforts of the women, for denom- 


follow the growth, incorporation and 
history of the Woman’s Conference, 
but we cannot refrain from quoting a 
few sentences from the able history of 
our Conference, by Mrs. Jones. She 
says: 

“Tn the brief sketch I have given you of the 


W.W.U.C., you will see that it has been | 
‘anything but a Jonah’s gourd growth, spring- 
ing up inthe night and withering in a day. | 
It really began away back of the first resolu- | 


tion in the Conference, and instead of being 
but nine years old, or even eleven, has actually, 
so far as active operation is concerned, passed 
into its teens. It was not the bolting of dis- 
contented women because they had had no 
opportunity to hear their own voices in the 
Conference room. From first to last we have 
been delegate members, life members, annual 
members. Our brothers have been ever ready 
to give us a most respectful hearing whenever 
we were willing to speak; indeed, have abso- 
lutely urged ustodo so. The platform was 
always open tous, * * * but we felt it 
more profitable to listen than to talk—besides, 
it was not our habit; and, finally, to settle the 
question of our bolting, the first move came 
from a gentleman, the second also, and the 
third likewise. * * * The more wants 
supplied, the more there were to supply; the 
more work done, the more there was to do; 
and the legitimate growth outgrew even two 
pairs of hands apt at labor. It has been an 
evolution, not a revolution,and we ought to 
rejoice in these larger opportunities of helpful- 
ness, and take hold of this work with renewed 
energy and consecrated*determination, putting 
in more vitality and more money. But forthe 
action of a few earnest, loyal, hopeful, helpful 
women, the work could not have gone on thus 
far. The Headquarters would have been an 
impossibility.” 


To many of our friends to-day this 
but in 
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IMPERFECT IN ORIGINAL 


Illinois there is ignorance of our exist- 
ance even, and letters are coming to us 
from places where organized Unitarian 
Societies exist, asking why Unitarian 
women of the West have-no organiza- 
tion for missionary work, as the older 
denominations have. 

Many of the women who watched 
and helped in the early struggle are with 
us to-day, as full of earnestness and zeal 
as then; some have joined “the choir 
invisible,” and others drifted beyond the 
reach of our annual meetings; but to 
many here to-day—the young and earn- 
est workers who fill the gaps—this bit 
of retrospect will be entirely new, and 
may help them to realize what thirteen 
years have accomplished for woman’s 
work in the West. 


The past year has been one of unu- 


“sual activity inthe sphere of Unitarian 


women. The question of a National 
Organization for denominational and 
religious work, has been discussed for 
years, and the desired constitution, the 
plan and scope of which were a most 
vital question, has occupied the time 
and thought of the active workers. 
The proposed cogstitution for a “ Na- 
tional Alliance of Unitarian Women,” 
was to be submitted for acceptance or 
rejection at the National Conference in 
Philadelphia, last October. Although 
the Coaluibact programme was filled 
with subjects of vital interest to all 
present; its missionary projects were 
far-reaching and all-embracing; .its ed- 
ucational needs more pressing than ever 
before; its endowment funds and church 
building and extension calling most 
loudly for attention; its philanthropic 
questions coming to the fore,—yet, the 
all-absorbing, intensely exciting ques- 
tion was, * What will the women do? ”’ 
Unitarians have claimed to be the van- 
guard in the army of progress, and it 
has been openly admitted that the at- 
tendance at all our gatherings is largely 
women; the money for the carrying on 
of our work, has been furnished large- 
ly by women; the earnestness and zeal 


' have been recruited from the same 


source; yet, while accepting’ the 
sinews of war from us, the positions of 


honor and trust have been filled almost 


exclusively by men. Even the conser- 


'vatism of the National Council had felt 
the pulse of the “coming woman,” 


and bravely and fittingly, in the city of 
“ brotherly love” and sisterly equality, 


placed upon its long programme one 


woman with a report, and elected to its 
Council, two able, noble Boston women. 
No doubt these generous men felt we 
ought to be satisfied, but the spirit that 


animated Oliver Twist still survives in 


mg ee th inine mind, and “more” pro- 
inational work. We do not propose to > the fem ’ Pp 


testing followed, with the query, Why 
are the women of the middle East and 
These women are 
just as earnest, just as full of missionary 
zeal, and just as able, as the two grand 
women chosen. It is equal representa- 
tion we ask, and the answer comes 
back: ‘ The members of the Council 


_must meet personally for consultation; 


the long distances, the great expense, 
are sufficient reason.” Surely, if the 
women are the bone and sinew so far 
as giving the money and enthusiasm 
for the work, have they no rights in its 
expenditure? Are the distance and ex- 


pense any less for Western mex on the 
Board of the Council? 


To-day you will listen to able pleas 
for your action upon the relations of 
this Conference to the National Alli- 
ance. 


In view of the general misunder- 
standing and lack of sufficient informa- 
tion concerning the aims and methods 
of the Alliance, and also the proposed 
change inthe form ofour organization in 
the West, this problem requires careful 
corsideration at this time. Feeling the 
need of this closer union between the 
Eastern and Western women, we fully 
appreciate the cordial invitation to join | 
the Alliance, assuring our sisters of the 
dsep sense of this opportunity for 
wide and helpful religious association — 


4 ha 


such a union.would in many respects 
confer. We gladly welcome the Na- 
tional Alliance to-day in the persons of 
some of its active and earnest workers, _ 


- 


* 
. 2a 

ee 
, eer." ), 
- y ol ie 
7. ei 

’ a& 
ic Ie wt Pe os 
= rt ‘ead 
. 


nk ae 
; , - 
Pe ee Ay 
Tey & 
* 
5 


RES Sher? or og 
- ew 


— ang > llama + ea =- @ Oo -- - 
- = . = * - - + me - — - 
ove Paging wis eT eT % . - ; 
Ape age eee. ee arr to sot Be - . nate ae 37 “4 
. lf. He ey, pelea a eco tere - s thet ee at ~ av —- % . - “ 
» ee = i. tk? : 
ERE AE es ane Ri Oe RO a 
- ae eT - . «2 . Fre? = hee ee 
as ee eS ce < 
; - —— ie4. ale s ne _— _ 


& 
+ ee 


Cf % 7] . + - ‘ 
‘ 7 2 ex * akg . 4 » > iy axed _ i * 2 = 
A Bete 22) Rr aul Ros GBS as, "9 ‘ethticen Bw ae SE re et 
_ ; oe ‘ . hel 2 oS Siar 4a er. ~ he 


UNITY, 


May 17, 1890 


ee 


and trust their presence and word will 
greatly aid our deliberations, 

Since the last annual meeting of this 
Conference, your president has been 
honored by being your delegate to the 
meetings of the Woman’s Auxiliary, 


and also the delegate of the Western | 


dian School; all of the A. U. A. and 
rian Association in Boston. She has also | 


Conference and to the American Unita- 


attended as delegate the National Con- 
ference at Philadelphia, and carried 


of Unitarian Women. 


diality. 


The larger gatherings gave us the 


inspiration that comes from numbers. 
One question alone troubled your dele- 
gate. In listening to the papers, reports 
and discussions, and that was, wherein 
does the Eastern Unitarian differ from 
the Western? There seemed the same 
spirit of self-sacrifice, the same depth 
of earnestness, the same loyalty to our 
greatleaders. ‘The names of Channing, 
Gannett, Parker, and “that tongue of 
flame,” Dr. Bellows, awakened the 
same enthusiasm we are familiar with 
in all Western gatherings. To the av- 
erage mind Unitarianism has no geo- 
graphical boundary. 


Conference that sent us, and to the 


tality. 


Let me better express my own feel- | 


ings by quoting a few sentences from 
Mrs. Andrew’s report to the Auxiliary, 
when she returned from her first visit 
as delegate to our Western Anniver- 
saries. ; 

“In their spirit of self-sacrifice, in 


their earnestness of purpose, and in the | 
reverence of their religious utterance, | 
I recognized that sacrifice, earnestness, | 


and reverence were the same in the 
West as in the East. W ould 


the Lord’s Prayer. God speed the day 
when that prayer shall be heard from 
life and hearts as reverent throughout 
the land, silencing all dissensions, cor- 
recting all misunderstandings, uniting 
hearts with hearts and hands with 
hands in the work of love and charity 


_which the good Father has given his 


children to do together.” 

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

WOMAN’S WESTERN UNITARIAN 
CONFERENCE, 


This ‘Conference numbers to-day 
352 members—73 life and 309 annual; 
20 women’s societies, and 3 branch asso- 
ciations. It has a board of 21 directors 
and officers, all of whom unite to ad- 
vance freedom, fellowship and charac- 
ter in religion. Directors, officers and 
branch associations feel pledged to 
definite work for these great principles, 
and to this end have agreed: first, to 
encourage and help organize in our 
churches, and among men and women 
everywhere, classes for the careful 
study of the History and Evolution of 
Religion, Christianity and Unitarianism ; 
also to study life problems. Second, 
recognizing the broad, cheering princi- 
ples of the Unitarian faith, and the lit- 
erature it has made, they have made the 
Post Office Mission the special Confer- 
ence work. TZhird, as the Home Sun- 
day Circle is the natural organic result 
of Post Office Mission work, we aim 
to develop and help such little gather- 
ings of men and women wherever pos- 
sible. Three years ago the directors 
also pledged themselves to do what 
they could for Temperance, for the 
Unitarian school for Indians in Mon- 
tana, and the Ramabai School in India. 

The Secretary is at Headquarters two 


-days in each week, has found the scope 


and ibilities in all this work very 
inspiring, but the time to do it with the 
many details of record keeping very 
short, so that much less has been ac- 
complished than should have been. 

To deepen an interest in the work 
among State and local _ directors 
and friends, we _ sent 


out last | 


September packages of eight W. 
W. U. C. papers, circulars and 
pamphlets containing our articles of in- 
corporation, our history and several 
outline courses of religious study ; three 
reports of the Ramabai School, fur- 
nished by Mrs Marean; two of the In- 


National Unitarian Temperance Socie- 


ty; Temperance Tracts and Unity 
_ Short Tracts that bore directly upon our | 
your greeting to.the New York League | 
Everywhere | 
she was received with the utmost cor- | 


work, namely: Unitarian Affirmations, 
Sunday Circles, Responsive Services, 
How we Got the Temperance Society 
in our Church, a Book-Shelf of the 
Liberal Faith, with a catalogue of the 


_ Loan Library of our Chicago Woman’s 


Association, a copy of UNITY, giving a 
definite explanation of our work, and 
another containing a letter reviewing 
our President’s experiences during her 
missionary trip East last Spring, in all 
over 100 tracts, papers and reports. To 
offer fresh and noble lines of thought to 
Study Classes and isolated women, we 
printed in Uniry this winter’s pro- 
gramme of the New York League, and 


ceived from the League. 


not organize rapidly. Opposition to 


liberal religion in small towns is usually | 
many Conferences that received us | 
with open fellowship and true hospi- | 


great, amounting to even hatred and 


ostracism of those who stand for it; and | 
it takes much earnest conviction, and | 


often a brave spirit, to hold one’s own 
and to try to organize a class or circle; 


for the study of our thought is, at best, 


not easy, and sometimes very difficult. 
One loyal, isolated woman, who accepts 
Emerson, the Faith that makes Faith- 
ful and the Faith of Ethics as new 


the urgent request of an orthodox min- 
ister who understood her ideas, a class 


of young girls in the Sunday-school. 
| She had, at times, to declare the right 
that I could give you the tender smile, | 
the loving, lingering, reverent tone | 
with which “Our Father” were ut- | 
tered. They were the embodiment of | 


to keep an open mind and use reason in 
religion, which teaching so aroused par- 
ents, and many people in the commu- 
nity, that she resigned the class and en- 


_dured for months real persecution, suf- 


fering what she called a “ living death.” 
But this woman by her daily life proved 
the strength of that faith which upheld 
her, and to-day has regained the confi- 
dence of her neighbors and again ac- 
cepted a similar class in a similar school, 
not only with real liberty to teach her 
true thought, but under the suggestion 
of the Superintendent that she should 
try ‘“ gently to liberalize the school.” 
This same woman is wisely distributing 
tracts and papers to these orthodox as- 
sociates, and talking earnestly with such 
as become interested; and now thinks 
a Class or Sunday Circle may be or- 
ganized soon. She has proved that 
Christianity isto her a life and not a 
creed, and she has vanquished her op- 
pressors. So the solution of our prob- 
lem must be through greater faith at 
Headquarters, and among scattered lib- 
erals in the principles of freedom and 
character, the need of fellowship in_re- 
ligion. 

Eleven Sunday Circles are reported 
this year, five in Wisconsin, four in 
embryo, at Evansville, Milton Junc- 
tion, Glenwood, Wis. and Prairieton, 
Ind., and at Perry, lowa, New Garden, 
Ohio, and in South-Western Kansas, 
movements are reported which ought 
to result in some organization. 

We ask of Post Office Mission work- 
ers more concentrated efforts at these 
points. To be of some real help to this 
Post Office Mission has been the special 
aim of the Secretary at Headquarters. 
The 819 letters and 476 postals written 
this year, and the 649 letters and 216 
postals received in the interest of this 
work, do not tell of the many earnest 
and close relations which this correspon- 
dence has developed, of the spiritual 
quickening and encouragement it has 
been to the. Secretary, or the help 
the literature we have been privileged 
to send, has been fo many isolated 
workers and friends. We haye given 
to these all the tracts and papers 
that we could afford to. Of the 
A. U. A. tracts 3,068, the Unity 
Mission, 1030; the short tracts, 1,500; 


the Western Conference. 
_sent number 215 Registers, 415 Unitys, 
620 Miscellaneous Papers; total tracts, 


sermons, paid 


Miscellaneous tracts 11,928; those in- 
clude 1,539 of Jas. Freeman Clarke’s 
sermons received from Miss Clarke; 
about 200 of Mr. Wendte’s through 
Miss Freeman, of Oakland; about 100 
copies of Mrs. Woolley’s paperjon The 
Ideal Unitarian Church, by courtesy of 
The papers 


17,526, total papers, 5,339, and go 


books, the gift of friends to the Sun- 


_day School at Huron, Dakota; besides 
_about 700 weekly copies of Unity Pul- 


pit, 600 of which were given for Con- 


ference use by the Women’s Auxiliary 
of Mr. Savage’s Church; 570 of Rev. 
John Chadwick’s monthly sermons,also 
agift through Mr. M. B. Bryant of | 
New York, we paying only the post-_ 


age, and mailing them from Chicago; 
6 copies of Mr. Blake’s fortnightly 


ary copiesof Uniry. We have also 
received: from the A. U. U. 2,470 post 


_ paid tracts; from C. H. Kerr and other | 
circulated, with special care, copies re- | 


The Relig- | 
ious Study Classes and Sunday Circles 
are problems in our work. They do | 
We returned full of gratitude to the | 


friends 4,159 copies of UNITY, and 
from various sources 431 /egisters, 
2,205 tracts and 1,031 papers. 

At Christmas, New Year, Good 
Friday and Easter, cards, sermons and 
tracts, suited to these anniversaries, have 
been sent to many friends and workers. 

A directory of Post Office Mission 
parishioners in correspondence with our 
Conference workers has been made by 
the secretary that we might indicate on a 


map to-day, for the interest of friends, — 
where the P. O. M. is at work, and let | 
| missionaries know where scattered lib- 
erals may be found. The printed report | 
of the Post Office Mission work in the 
Scripture, taught for some months at | feld gives many interesting results, but 


of the deepest good that has come 


through this work, to both workers and 
parishioners, the facts therein related 
give little insight. One worker writes: 
“ It would take all night, and a quire of 
paper to tell the good I get from it 
all.’ Another: “I am so glad and 
thankful the dear Father led me to it.” 
Rev. John S. Brown writes: “For 
four years and more it has been a pleas- 
ure to me to preach this gospel; and I 
am so fully persuaded that the princi- 
ples and doctrines on which Unitarian- 
ism is based are universal and everlasting 
truths, which will stand the test of the 
most severe investigation, that, with a 
perfect faith I sow broadcast our liberal 
Christian literature.” A very zealous 
worker at Richmond, Ind.,says: “The 
cause of liberal free thought is growing 
here, and people come to me often and 
privately thank me for the good seed I 
have sown with this literature and my 
own words.” Another true-hearted 
worker quotes these words from a par- 
ishioner: * Allow me to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for the literature, 
and assure you that I will ever hold you 
in grateful remembrance;” and the 
worker adds: ‘“ This is encouragement 
enough for a whole year, so I shall con- 
tinue inthe work.” A helpful worker 
in Virginia writes: “ Unitarianism was 
never heard of here until my coming. 
I have found some ardent sympathi- 
zers. * * * If I do not accomplish 
great things I am sure of toning down 
their hard doctrines, and opening their 
eyes to some of the good things in our 
religion and literature.” From parish- 
ioners: A liberal Orthodox minister in 
Kansas, just entering our fellowship, 
writes: * I wishto express to your atble 
society my great appreciation of the ex- 


cellent work done, and great help ren- |. 


derd to thousands who are struggling 
for light and truth. Many persons in 
our small towns where there are no 
Unitarian churches must depend wholly 


upon your society for their spiritual 


food.” A noble western woman writes: 
“The Messenger from the Mission often 
comes to me bearing the olive branch of 
hope and promise.” A Jewish friend 
in California, who has often sent $2.00 
for the work, wrote lately: “ My object 


in contributing occasionally, and in pro- 


pe taengs to my means, was to acknow- 
edge to the Conference the favors it 
has shown me, and the spiritual comfort 
its liberal religious views afford me.” 


We lately applied one of his dollars to 
a conference membership, which he 
thus acknowledges: “I intend to renew 
it from year to year, and am thankful 
to you for showing me the way into it.” 
Why may not our fellowship be open 
to both sexes? A farmer’s son in Ver- 
mont writes: “I am one of the isolated 
and can hear no liberal preaching, so 
you may imagine how eagerly I read 
the sermons and papers I get. I have 
came out of orthodoxy and my 
dearest friends call me wicked and lost, 


‘but my Unitarian friends reach out their 
_ hands to me so kindly that I do not fee} 
_alone.”’ 


A simple woman, with more 
earnestness than dollars writes: “I hope 
that you will not feel that I am wrong- 
ing your, society in accepting your great 
kindness. I know you do not ask for 


_ pay, but I should like to aid the good 
_work.” A bright Detroit woman writes: 
for by two Third | 


_ Church friends, and 8 weekly mission- 


“It has been but a short time since I be- 


came interested, and I find the belief 
thoroughly intoxicating; I am_ very 


anxious to know much of it.” Others 
write: “ This Unitarian literature has 


kept me from mental starvation, and | 
_ feel now as though I had found myself.” 


Of course, to do this work and help 


these people requires, besides earnest- 


ness and zeal, a good deal of money. 
How far we should provide help to 
those who have power and often real 
consecration in the work, and. how far 
we should ask help from parishioners, 
is our problem. A large conference 
membership, to which both workers and 
parishioners contributed, one dollar an- 
nually from each friend of this work, 
and more $5.00 delegate memberships 
from our women’s societies, with per- 


sonal contributions from those who 


could afford to give, would together al- 
most solve the problem for us, and 
make it possible to help those who have 
smaller means, yet ought to be doing 
the work or receiving the literature. 

In behalf of the Indian School,letters 
have been written to Unity Church 
of Cincinnati, Cleveland, St. Paul, 
Hinsdale and All Souls Church, Chi- 
cago, asking that a little story of the 
school and its work be told to the 
children in the Sunday Schools, and 
extracts of letters written by Indian 
pupils be read to them, and if enough 
interest is aroused to ask for one or 
two Sunday collections to send to Mr. 
Bond. In response to this appeal, 
$10.00 was realized from Unity Church, 
Chicago, $5.00 from Unity Church, 
Hinsdale, and $5.00 from All Souls 
Church, Chicago. In connection with 
this work our Missouri director writes 
of a young P. O. M. correspondent of 
the St. Louis mission, who as become 
interested in this Indian work and has 
just gone to assist Mr. Bond in the 
school at Montana. 

Work for the Ramabai school in 
India has been carried on faithfully by 
a Conference member, Mrs, E. E. 
Marean, Secretary of the Chicago Ram- 
abai Circle. Her annual report shows 
$318.20 raised and es for the 
we ay which has for months been an 


N a clear night, 
count every star 


Do 


clear 


in the heavens. 


this for 76 


nights and you have 
counted the number 


of Estey Orcans 
that have been sold. 


95 
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established fact, with between twenty | 
and thirty pupils, and is fast becoming | 


, recognized influence for good in 
Bombay. The need of a permanent 


home for the school is great, to meet 
which an increase of members to the | 


Chicago Ramabai Circle is solicited. 


Our three Branch Associations have | 


followed thoughtful programmes of 
study this winter. In St. Louis a care- 
fully prepared course of study in evolu- 
tion, alternating with topics on the 
duties of parents to children. In Den- 
ver, aseries of terse suggestive ques- 
tions have been discussed, such as: 
« What is Religion?” “ Why am I a 
Unitarian?” “ Why dol goto church?” 
« What can woman do to promote the 
Ideal Commonwealth?” This branch 
has a Loan Library of 150 volumes. 
The women also have an Aid Society, 
Industrial Bureau, Post Office Mission, 
Flower, House and Hospitality Com- 
mittees. In Chicago there has been a 


iects as: “ The Duties 
« Present Status of the Quakers,” “ Eth- 
ics in Small Things,” At an evening 
meeting, to which gentlemen were in- 
vited,“*The Movement Toward Nation- 
alism”? was considered. ‘Through the 
Loan Library of the Chicago Associa- 
tion, of 346 books,97 have been sent 
to orthodox ministers, lawyers, physi- 
cians, would-be Unitarian ministers 
and to earnest men and women in 
many places who were eager for our 
thoughts upon religion. Sometimes 
six books have been loaned for three 
months,and always safely returned with 
assurances of the good they have done. 
At Duluth there is also a Loan Li- 
brary of 120 _ books, and one at 
Prairieton, Indiana, at Cooksville, 
and Kenosha, Wisconsin, and several 
P. O. M. workers draw upon their own 
private libraries in this work. 
'- Of the sixteen Women’s Societies 
which have lately reported to us, most 
of them are working to raise money 
pledged for ministers’ salaries, or other 
church expenses. At Duluth, the 
Women’s Aid Society has a Hospitality 
Library, Literature and Sunday School 
committee, each of which was kept at 
work when there was no minister, and 
now they have one “ hope for rapid 
growth.” They raised at a Christmas 
Fair, $150. At Janesville the Ladies’ 
Society is prospering, and much en- 
joying a Fortnightly Study Club. 
Unity Circle, Humboldt, reports: “ that 
the lowa women ministers have done 
much to interest women in work out- 
side of their homes,” and that “ their 
circle is an important factor in the 
church.” $430 raised through enter- 
tainments and sociables. At Kalama- 
zoo, the Ladies Society, of thirty-nine 
members, has furnished a room com- 
plete for the Bethesda Home For Out- 
cast Women, besides making other do- 
nations to it. 
women’s organizations for philanthropy 
and education. They have raised 
$164.64 and expended $143.74, 
and the . Hinsdale women raised 
$376.08 and expended $343.19. The 
Moline Society raised $365.52 and ex- 
pended $364.32, and the Davenport 
sroty raised $499.53 and expended 

32.71. 

In All Souls Church,. Chicago, the 
men and women unite much together 
in the different sections of their church 
work, the Missionary, Educational, 
Charitable and Social. The Indus- 
trial branch of women have this win- 
ter worked zealously for the Illinois 
Industrial School, at Norwood Park, 
and the Chicago Hahnemann Hospital, 


to supply clothing for truant school 


children, and have also sent nine bar- 
tels of clothing to the Dakota poor. 
The Third Church, Chicago, have a 
“adies Aid Society, which has done 
charitable work, and a Young Wo- 
men’s Club, for social and education- 
purposes. The women have also 
helped to sustain a upil at the Hill- 
- Side School, in isconsin. Unity 
urch, Cincinnati, reports its women 
“Sgressive in seeking out strangers 
securing names of city le, 

_ Who might enjoy our literature. They 


a 
Pat. 
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They work with local 


believe that Home Mission work is as 


important as Post Office Mission work. 
This closes our Annual 


Report. | 


| 


There are signs in many directions of | 


a quickening of zeal and interest in the 
principles and work of our Women’s 
Conference, the spirit 
aspire to make, as we hope Unitar- 
ianism aims to be, “ Synonomous with 
Universal Ethics and Universal Re- 
ligion.”’ 
Respectfully submitted, 


THE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE. 


A large and enthusiastic audience as- 
sembled at All Soul’s Church, Tuesday 
morning, at the annual meeting of the 
Women’s Western Unitarian Confer- 
ence. 

The spirit which marked the exercises 
was indicated by Miss Bartlett’s open- 
ing words of aspiration and thankful- 


_ ness for opportunities for noble living. 
varied programme, including such sub- | 


of Heretics,” | 


The President, Mrs. Victoria Rich- 
ardson, extended a cordial greeting to 
the friends and members present. She 
briefly sketched the history of the Con- 
ference, and referred to the cordiality 
with which she had been received at the 
Boston Anniversaries, at Philadelphia, 


and other places she had visited as the | 


Conference delegate during the last 
year. 

The Secretary’s report was brief and 
interesting, being relieved of many de- 
tails by having the statistics printed for 
distribution. 
the United States which indicated where 
Postoffice Mission work was being 


done, and how widely it had extended, | 


must have been a surprise to many. 

The remainder of the morning was 
devoted to a Post Office Mission Con- 
ference, which deserves a separate re- 

rt. 

The devotional services conduct- 
ed by the Rev. Mila F,. Tupper, with 
which the afternoon session opened, 
were most appropriately followed by an 
earnest talk by Mrs, Ednah D. Cheney, 
upon the Responsibility of Liberals in 


Religion in Training their Children. | subject of how the Conference should 


The distinction was drawn between 
freedom of religious thought and 
irreligion, 

The idea of God should be that of a 
loving presence instead of an avenging 
power, and these ideas should not be 
forced upon the child, but rather devel- 
oped in its mind. Thorough honesty in 
the parent required no insistence upon 
a reverence which it did not feel. The 
special value of the evening hour was 
shown when the mother having laid 
aside her care and the child its play 
they could in gentle companionship 
come unto the presence of the Supreme 
Spirit and in the child’s heart awake the 
desire for prayer. 

The truest religious feeling is pro- 
duced when the child is taught devo- 
tion to right instead of mere imitation 
of the parent. 

In speaking of the claims of 
the Women’s Conference,Mrs. Learned 
mentioned the gratitude due it for 
the present opportunity of extend- 
ing a hospitable welcome to our 
friends from the East. The Women’s 
Conference was likened in its origin 
to the fabled Eve of Hebrew story, 
being pushed out from under the ribs 
of the Western Conference not when in 


deep sleep, but when awake to the 


needs of Western Unitarianism. And 
after it had organized upon a broad 
basis, declaring. conduct more es- 
sential than belief—it was asked to 
adopt a more definite statement of doc- 
trinal belief, and that at a time when 
orthodox people were calling doctrines 
and creeds hindrances. Our Confer- 
ence having granted the fullest liberty 
to think, does not dictate what conclu- 
sions must be reached. In addition to 
the educating influences resulting from 
the conduct of any organization, this 
Conference has rehye ans likewise 
the missionary spirit. The members 
were cautioned against intolerant con- 
ceit, against the delusion that they 
alone stand tip-toe upon the highest hill 
of light; viewing the wide circumfer- 
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ness which refuses to co-operate with 
differing workers. 

It was acknowledged that no moral 
reason existed for the Conference re- 


_ fusing to join the Alliance, the question, 


one of expediency, should be decided 


of which we. 


in the light of past events, of probable 


tendencies and of practical working. 


And though the union may not come 
now, it was cordially desired and confi- 


dently believed that it would come in 
time. 
FLORENCE Hitron, Sec’y. | 


Mrs. Andrews’ earnest words and 
broad Christian spirit recommended the 


_ Alliance to the favor of her listeners as 


she sketched its plan of work. The 
units of the organization being the 
branches in the individual churches 
would secure more thorough effort 
among all the women. ‘The emphasis 
hroughout the entire paper was laid 
upon the desirableness of a union of all 
the women in a National organization. 

Mrs. Dix, a delegate from the New 
York League, described the action of 
that body in reorganizing as an Asso- 
ciate Alliance “ for the purpose of pro- 
moting closer fellowship among the 
members, awakening and sustaining a 
real interest in religious worship, ethics 
and philanthropy, securing co-operation 
in the advancement of Unitarian Chris- 


_tianity.” 


A large outline map of | 


ence of truth, and against that narrow- | 


Its large membership, being composed 


of the seven Unitarian Churches in and 
near New York gives it extensive re- 


sources of activity. Desiring a fund to 
carry on its work, it requires an annual 
membership fee of one dollar in addi- 
tion to the membership fee in the 
Church branches, and each Church 
branch must also pay into the Treasury 
of the League one dollar for every ten 
members of said branch to secure rep- 
resentation in the Executive Board. 


_ Other branches may by a corresponding 


payment become honorary branches of 


the League, but without the right to 


vote. This Associate Alliance being 


_the first formed had taken great care in 
organizing to avoid any unfortunate 


precedent. The papers which had been 
read being designed to introduce the 


join the Alliance, the presiding officer 
expressed the desire that the efforts to 
do the right thing might be directed to 
the right way, and an opportunity was 
given to suggest methods. 


The amendments to Articles I and 
IV of the National Alliance are in 
the form of additional clauses, and are 
as follows: 


ARTICLE I. 


Though the majority of Unitarian 
churches are “ Christian,” yet the use 
of the term above shall not be construed 
to exclude those organizations of wo- 
men connected with the Unitarian body, 
which do not bear the name “* Chris- 
tian ” and are formed on an undoctrinal 
basis. 


ARTICLE LV, 


Any existing organization of women 


representing two or more churches, 
which may or may not be formed of 
regular branches shall, upon vote of the 
board of directors of the Alliance 
be admitted as an Associate Alliance, 
and be entitled to delegate representa- 
tion in the biennial meetings of the 
Alliance. 

Mrs. Woolley explained with refer- 
ence to tae second amendment that 
Article IV, in its present shape, defined 
an Associate Alliance as made up of 
two or more branches, and that the 
Women’s Conference being made up of 
representatives of different churches, 
without regard to whether there were 
branches in those churahes or not,would 
be restricted in its selection of delegates 
without the adoption of some such 
amendment. 

Owing to the illness of the President 
the first Vice President had been called 
to the chair and this occasioned some 
misunderstanding about the business 
plans, especially for an adjourned meet- 
ing Thursday afternoon. 

The officers elected for the following 
year were: , 

Mrs. C. P. Woolley, President. 

Miss Florence Hilton, Secretary. 


Mrs. C. C. Warren, Treasurer. 

The difficulty of forming a satisfac- 
tory plan at the adjourned meeting was 
increased because the requisite notice 
(for amending the by-laws) had not 
been given, or for disbanding the or- 
ganization, because many members ob- 
jected to disbanding now to joina body 
not yet in Operation, supposed the Con- 
ference would join as an Associate Alli- 
ance and because some had supposed 
it was rather an Eastern organization 
than a National one. The kind greet- 
ing extended by Mrs. Andrews from 
the Directors of the Women’s Auxiliary 
made all realize that loving sympathy 
forms the closest bond of friendship. 
The Conference was invited to send 
delegates to the anniversary meetings 
toe be held in two weeks, and cordial 
thanks were expressed for the kind 
hospitality which had been extended to 
her. Mrs. Williams’ careful explanation 
of the Alliance Constitution made its 
plan clearer to all. Miss Murdock pre- 
sented a resolution to the effect that 
having attained the object for which it 
was formed the W. W. U. C. now re- 
linquish its separate organization and 
work with the W. U. C. 

Those who had felt benefited by the 
conference disliked to disband, some 
felt that the Alliance organization was 
impracticable, while the opinions ex- 
pressed in public and private showed 
how much more interest is felt in a 
near than in a semote organization. 
With the desire to join the Alliance 
there was general perplexity as to the 
method of accomplishing it. The in- 
justice of hasty action upon such an 
important subject caused the majority 
to support Miss Bartlett’s proposition, 
that the resolution be referred to acom- 
mittee of three, to be appointed by the 
Board to report at the next annual 
meeting of the W. W. U. C. 

Mrs. Woolley withdrew her reso- 
lutions, it having been urged that other 
methods of joining the Alliance might 
be devised. 

To the motion to indefinitely _post- 
pone the subject an amendment was 
offered that it be referred to the Board 
of Directors of the W. W. U. C., who 
should publish a plan of action three 
months before the next annual meet- 
ing. , 

The Treasurer, Mrs. L. Hilton, who 
had occupied that responsible position 
from the first organization of the con- 
ference, having declined to be re- 
elected, the conference unanimously 
expressed its gratitude for her long and 
faithful services. 

Thanks were also expressed to All 
Souls church and tothe First and Third 
church for their generous co-operation 
in our entertainment, and to the Meth- 
odist church for its liberality in opening 
its doors to us without question and 
without price, and also to the delegates 
from the sister organizations in the 
East for their kindness in coming to 
our meeting and their friendliness so 
faithful to us among those who did not 
know us. 

Mrs. Woolley, the newly elected 
President, being introduced, expressed 
her thanks for the honor assigned her, 
and spoke of the faithful service of her 
predecessor in office, Mrs. Richardson. 
Though the work of the Women’s 
Conference was small and difficult, she 
urged the members to face the new 
year with hope and courage. 

E. A. W. 


 — 


WESTERN UNITARIAN §&.58. SOCIETY, 


SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF SEC. 
RETARY. 

For the last two years the Sunday- 
school Society has made its full report 
at the time of the fall institute meetings, 
rather than at the May anniversaries o€ 
the conference, and to-day I shall only 
name a few of the main points in the 
work of the past year. 

The reason for the change in the 
time of the report is that we now have 
institute meetings, separate from the 
annual meeting in connection with the. 
May conferenee. | ; 

The third annual Institute was held 
in Davenport, Ia., Oct. 7 to 10, and 
although these meetings in the two 
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previous years during the same month 


in St. Louis and Chicago, had been: 


such as to give real encouragement and 
inspiration, this one at Davenport was 
the most enspiriting of the three. It 
might have been reasonable to expect 
that it would have been so, as it was the 
third.and held with one of our most active 
and vigorous schools; but it exceeded 
our expectations in the freedom and 
value of its conversational hours, and in 
its delegate attendance. About 15 dif- 
ferent towns were represented and six- 
teen ministers were present to take part 
in the discussions for which ample time 
has been allowed. 

The two most memorable events at 
these meetings were, first, and premedi- 
tated, the presentation of a plan fora 
“ Six Years’ Course of Sunday-school 
Study.” Second, and unpremeditated, 
the starting of a permanent endowment 
fund for the W.U.S.5S. Society. The 
latter sprung up at a moment’s notice, 
prompted by the reading of the trea- 
surer’s report wherein was shown a 
cash balance on hand of ninety-two 
cents. To this modest but significant 
cash item, our friend from Mass., Rev. 
Nath’l Seaver, Jr., immediately sub- 
scribed $1.08 to make it $2.00, as the 
starting point for an endowment fund. 
This sum promptly increased to $30, 
and, with a few recent additions, our 
treasurer has now deposited in the 
Union Trust Co. of Chicago, the sum 
of $40, which amqunt we earnestly 
hope, will be increased from time to 
time. Two of the papers read at these 
sessions have been printed in tract form. 

Since the fall meetings at Davenport, 
the chief publications have been the 
first two manuals in the * Six Years’ 
Course of Study.” These have a 
place on the programme this afternoon, 
and this report need only call attention 
to the value to our schools, of this 
action toward a continuous and adap- 
tive line of study. Several of our 
standard publications have unavoidably 
remained out of print this year from 
lack of funds to pay for new editions. 
The number of schools contributing 
this year is 18, which is two better than 
a yearago. Sixty-two annual members 
have paid a dollar each into the treas- 
ury, which is 9 better than last year, 
and 8 life members have paid $10 
each, which exceeds last year by four, 
and with our usual monthly meetings 
of Directors the business of the year 
has gone on very much as usual. No, 
not quite as usual, for it has had more 
of good cheer. 

Soon after the annual report of our 
treasurer, which showed a cash balance 
in hand of $68.89, we had the satisfac- 
tion of making the last payment on a 
note of $103.17 (an amount loaned with- 
out interest by a friend), and which had 
been incurred at the time of purchasing 
books of the Colegrove Book Co., for 
starting our Liberal Book Shelves at the 
Headquarters. The sense of freedom, 
in dropping off a four-year-old burden 
of debt, has carried with it no small 
degree of encouragement for the re- 
mainder of the year. The entering upon 
the publication of anew course of study 
to continue through six consecutive 
years, and embodying a distinct purpose, 
differing from anything before under- 
taken, has also given an outlook into 
the future which has much of promise 
in it. 

I said there were¢wo memorable events 
of the Davenport Institute,but these were 
meetings richin suggestions and a third 
which sprung up then, has since gath- 
ered force and may yet lead to more 
memorable events in the future; I 
allude to the Summer Assembly in 
Wis., for Sunday-school Institute and 
Unity Club work. This has also a 
place on the programme to-day. I 
find it is not fully understood that 
these meetings, as proposed, are in- 
tended to take the place of the fall 
meetings, and as we have no summer 
meetings in the West, it is becoming 
evident that many will be glad to 
avail themselves of the advantages 
such a season will present. 

In view of the promising outlook, in 
a small way, to which these few words 
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will testify, we feel that it has been an 
encouraging year’s work. 
E. T. LEONARD, Sec'y. 


TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE 
WESTERN UNITARIAN 
CONFERENCE, 


RECKIPTS. 


Balance or. hand May 18, 1889 
Individual Guarantees of ’88-’89...... 
Collection at W. Conference, May, ’89 
W. W, U. C. share ot Conference 
Pregramme, For 1889_...$8 00 
For 1890.... 7 67 
Annual Memberships........ ......-- 
Life Membership (Mrs. Jos. Osgood) 


Individuals, for Expenses of ’89-’90.. 
Miss K, ‘I. Norris, Milwaukee,Wis.§ 5 
Geo. Stickney, Grand Haven, Mich. 10 
S. A. Clark, Warren, [fil........... W 
Two Friends 10 
Geo. W. Buckley, Battle Creek,Mich. 10 
H, W, Raeder, St. Louis, Mo 
Ii. D, Maxson, Menomonie, Wis... 
Paul Frothingham, New Bedford, 


Miss Emma Powers, Quincy, Ill..-. 
Ralph Davidson, La Porte, Ind 
Miss Ada H,Chase, Haverhill, Mass, 
Mrs. M. A. Chaney, (| St. Paul, 
Miss DellaC,Chaney,{ Mina. ~~ 
Miss Harriet S. Tolman, Boston, 
BERGE. coon nnce nbs ans ane need o¢e« 
** sunshine Daughters,”’ Quincy, Ill, 
A Friend in St. Paul, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Sawyer, St. 


Hi, M, Simmons, Minneapolis, Minn, 
W. I, Nichols, Philadelphia, Pa,... 
Friend in Mass. .... 
*Friends in Church of 
Chicago. 
Dis Ba SE ON EIN o cde cccmuncesece e 
Jerome Beecher 
OF 
a ee 
CC, Ce CRORGF 2000 ccccccsccceseose . 
Miss Kmma Dupee........¢..-.- 
Mrs, E, W. Dupee 
C. S, Udell, Grand Rapids, Mich,.. 


Messiah, 


CHURCHES. 
Bloomington, I[ll............-..... 
664 { 


* *Chicago, 
é 


Cleveland, Ohio 
Davenport, lowa 
Decorah, Iowa 
Des Moines, lowa 
Geneseo, IU! 


Hinsdale, Ill 

Humboldt, Iowa 

lowa Unitarian Association 
Janesville, Wis 

I i dl 


Manistee, Mich 
Monmouth, Ill 


Unitarian Society 
Painesville,O, >in Young Ladies’ 
Seminary, 

Rochester, N. Y 
St. Pavl, Minn 
St. Louis, Mo,, Church of the Unity 
She field, Ill 
Sioux Falls, So. 
Sioux City, Iowa. .......2.-.-2< cece 
Unity Society, Cooksville, Wis... -.- 
Buda, Ill 
Grand Rapids, Mich 
La Porte, Ind et 

r 2n nitarian 
Brooklyn, N. Y., t Ae py t 
New Bedford, Mass., First Congre- 

gational Church 

Princeton, Ill,, Peoples’ Church... 
Detroit, Mich 
Champaign, L[Il 


GUARANTY FUND. 


Thos, Kilpatrick, Omaha, Neb 
J. D. Ludden, St, Paul, Minn 
W, C, Gannett, Rochester, N. Y... 100 


Mrs. J. R. Effinger, Chicago 

Miss L. M. Greele, 6 

Dr. J. H Woolley, gp 

M. J. Miller, Geneseo 

R, E, Damnon, St. Louis, Mo 

J. M. Wanzer, Chicago 

J. H. Van Inwagen, Chicago...-... e 
S.S. Hunting, Decorah, lowa 

Mrs. W, C, Dow, Chicago 

D. L, Shorey, Chicago 

C. J. Richardson, Princeton, Lil 
Mrs. A, C, McFadon, Quincy, IIl.. 
Mrs, F. C. Loomis, Hinsdale, Ll... 
J. B, Galloway, Chicago 

Mrs. W. G. Wood, Chicago 

Miss M., L, Lord, Chicago 

Thos, Fe pena Cleveland, O,... 
Dr. E, M, Gould, | ie 
Rev, Ida C. Hultin, ( DesMoines,la. 
Myron Leonard, Chicago 


Interest on C. B. & Q. Bonds 


855 00 
120 00 
$4118 60 


DISBURSEMENTS, 


Paid Balance of Call Loan 

S. R. Calthrop, Syracuse, N, Y 

Bal. Hall Rent for Conference, 1889. . 
Organist, three nights of Conference. 
Clerical Help 

2,000 Copies of Conference No, 


1,000 Cards for Endowment Fund.... 

Dues to the Am, U, Ass’ 

Interest on Call Loan 

Stationery, Postage, Telegrams, Ex- 
change, etc 

450 Unitys and Slip Reports,....-..- 

2,000 Conference Programmes, 1 

Janitor at Headquarters 

Rent at Headquarters 

Salary to Treasurer 

Salary to Secretary 

Traveling Expenses of Secretary. --- 
Total 339 41 
Less am’t rec’d from Field 190 72 


*Cash on hand..-.....-. 2 EES OREN 


* $315.00 of these amounts was réceived from friends 
in the Church of the Messiah, The balance on hand as 
here shown is made possible by the fact that most of the 
Guarantors have paid in full. 

Mykon LEONARD, Treasurer, 


TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE WO- 
MEN’S WESTERN UNITARIAN 
CONFERENCE, FROM MAY 
14, 1889, TO MAY . 

6, 1890. 


By cash on hand 

** Women’s societies 

‘* Life memberships 

** Annual memberships.... -.-- 
‘* Contributions 


PAYMENTS, 


To rent and expenses 
Secretary’s salary 
Post Office Mission (by Secretary) 
Stationery and incidentals 
Unity Publishing Co 
Conterence programmes 
Traveling expenses 

Balance 


An itemized report will appear later. 
Mrs. J, C. Hittun, Treasurer. 


TREASURER’S REPORT OF THE 
WESTERN UNITARIAN SUNDAY 
SOHOOL SOOIETY, OOT., 1889, 

TO MAY 6, 1890. 


RECEIPTS, 


Balance on hand Oct. 1, 1889. ....---.---- 
Received from outstanding bills.....---- 
From sales of merchandise 
Annual memberships 
Life memberships— 

St. Louis 

Sioux City...- 


Contributions from Sunday-schools and 
individuals— 
Chicago, Third Church 
Chicago, All Souls Church 
Davenport, lowa 
Geneseo, Ill 
Geneva, Ill 
Greeley, Colo, (Fred. E. Smith) 
Haverhill, Mass. (Ada H. Chase) 
Helena, i 
Hinsdale, Ill 
Manistee, Mich 
St. Louis, Mo, (beside memberships). 
Be Fe Wea ctcdentsedcctcessvcs .--- WO 
Sheffield, Il 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak 
Quincy, Ill 
North Platte, Neb 
Collection at October Institute 


Special contributions for Endowment 


Sioux City 

-Rochester (W. C. Gannett) 

Chicago (Third Church) 

Chicago (All Souls Church) 

Sheffield, Ill 

Collection at Conference 

Interest to May 6, 1890..........--.--- 


Western Unitarian Conference 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Merchandise bought and publications made...$ * 

Postage and expressage 

Advertising and printing programmes and 
reports 

— expenses, laundry work and repairs.... 


= 
= 


saatered Ree ey at Institute 
Secretary’s salary 
Clerk hire 


Cash balance, Endowment Fund 
Cash balance, general fund 


KSSSSSSEE 


= 
ow 


i 2) 
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STATEMENT OF RESOURCES. 


Cash on hand, including Endowment Fund 
Furniture 

Merchandise on hand (estimated) 
Accounts receivable (net) 


This statement shows an increase of $67.47 since last 
October. The Endowment Fund is an experiment 
begun half in jest at the October Institute, but it is the 
hope of the Directors that the fund will grow to be an 
important help to the rk of the society. We have 
been more or less crippled for lack of funds during the 
past year, and as it has been our policy not to runin 
debt, we have allowed two of our standard series of 
lessons and the Unity Shorter Services for infant 
classes to drop out of print. If $50 could be raised this 
spring it would enable us to offer a full assortment to 
schools beginning work next fall, 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES H, KERR, 7reasurer, 

CuicaGco, May 7, 1890. 


THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION OF 
THE WESTERN UNITARIAN 
CONFERENCE, ° 
May 6-9, 1890. 


Day Sessions: Ati Sours CHurcH; 
Evening Sessions: OAKLAND MgtTHopist CHKKCH; 
Chicago, Corner Oakwood Boulevard and Langley Ave. 


A reception tothe delegates was given at 
All Souls Church, Monday evening, May 5, 
and on Tuesday evening, May 6, in the Oak- 
land Methodist Church, the opening sermon 
was preached by Rev. W. C. Gannett, of 
Rochester, N. Y, who spoke upon “ The 
Higher Unitarianism.” 

Words of welcome were given b 
ger, Secretary of the W. U. C., and 
Pastor of All Souls Church, 

The Wednesday meetings opened in All 
Souls Church, with devotional exercises, at 
9:00 A. M., led by Rev. S. S. Hunting, of De- 
corah,lowa. At 10 A.M. the first public bus- 


.R. Effin- 
. Ll. Jones, 


iness session of the Conference was called to™ 


order by President D.:L. Shorey, who pre- 
sented his annual opening address. In com- 
pliance with a motion made by Rev. J. LI. 
Jones, the following persons were then chosen 
as Assistant Secretaries: Rev. L. J. Duncan, 
of Sheffield; Rev. H. T. Root, of Hinsdale; 
Rev. Carrie J, Bartlett, of Kalamazoo; and 
Mrs. E. T. Leonard, of Chicago. 

_ Mr. Jones then moved that the following 
persons be elected as a Committee on Resolu- 


tions, Business and Nominations: Revs. J.C. 
Learned, F. L. Hosmer, Ida C. Hultin, W. ¢ 
Gannett, H. D. Maxson, and Messrs. Jas. Van 
Inwagen and Thos. L. Johnson. Carried. 

The Secretary then presented his report 
after which a short recess was taken for the 
examination of credentials, the exchange of 
greetings and other matters. 

Resuming its business session, the Confer. 
ence received the report of its Treasurer 
which was referred to the Business Commit. 
tee. Five-minute reports concerning mission. 
ary work were then made by the following 
persons: S. M. Crothers, of St. Paul, for Min. 
nesota; L. W. Sprague, of Monroe, for Wis. 
consin; N.M. Mann, of Omaha, for Nebraska. 
S. 5. Hunting, of Decorah, for lowa; Mila F. 
Tupper, of La Porte, for Indiana; Carrie J, 
Bartlett, of Kalamazoo, for Michigan. 

Mr. Jones introduced the Rev. Mr. Van Roy 
who has been sent by Mr. Hugenholtz, of 
Grand Rapids, to take charge of the mission. 
ary work among the Hollanders in Chicago, 
and who spoke briefly of his work. Miss 
Bailey, of Chattanooga, Tenn., presented an 
interesting report concerning the recent Uni. 
tarian movement inaugurated there. F. L. 
Hosmer, of Cleveland, Ohio, reported the 
missionary work in that State. 

Mrs. Judith W. Andrews, of Boston, spoke 
of the good cheer of the meetings and her con- 
viction that the women of the East and West 
must work together. 

Prof. H. D. Hatch, of Chicago, read a paper 
in accordance with the programme, upon the 
Post Office Mission work. Letters were read 
from Leon A. Harvey, of Cincinnati, and H. 
M. Simmons, of Minneapolis, expressing sy m- 
pathy and fellowship. On motion, intermis. 
sion was then taken. 

At 2:00 P. M. the first hour was in charge of 
the officers of the Sunday-School Society, 
which holds an annual business session in con. 
nection with those of the Conference, report 
of which will be found in another column. 

At 3 o’clock the business of the Conference 
was continued, President Shorey in the 
chair, and N. M. Mann, of Omaha, read an 
essay on “‘ The need of More Intellectual Life 
in the Church,” following which, J. C. 
Learned, briefly discussed the points pre- 
sented. 

The business committee reported: In re- 
gard to the plan for a Unitarian Conference 
Association with advisory functions, to which 
the Western Conference has been invited to 
send delegates. 

REsoLVED, That the general objects of the 
proposed Conference Association being the 
same which the Western Conference in 1887, 
had in mind in proposing the formation of a 
General Missionary Board for the West, the 
Conference sadly accept the invitation and 
appoint its President and Secretary as - dele- 
gates: 

Provided that the Women’s Western Uni- 
tarian Conference, and the Western Unitarian 
S. S. Society, two of the old missionary asso- 
ciations of the West, be included in the invi- 
tation to send delegates. 

And in view of Western distances and the 
expenses of travel, the Conference recommend 
that, if there be a general annual meeting of 
the new Association, it be held in connectioa 
with the customary Western Anniversaries. 

Mr. Jones moved that, in the consideration 
of this resolution, the proposed plan for the 
formation of this Board be also taken under 
advisement. No objection being made, the 
chair ruled that this should be done. Rey. 
Mr. Forbush made a personal explanation as 
to the intents and purposes of the proposed 
measure, 

Mr. Blake moved the following substitute, 
which was seconded by Mr. Jones. 

feesolved: 1. That the President and Secre- 
tary of the Western Unitarian Conference be 
delegates to represent this Conference at any 
meeting tu be held, if any, to take part in dis- 
cussion concerning an Advisory Missionary 
Board in the West. 

2. And that those delegates are instructed 
hereby 

(a) To vote in favor of an Advisory Mis- 
sionary Board, unless after discussion it seem 
very unwise to the delegates; in which case 
they will simply refrain from voting and re- 
port to the Western Unitarian Conference at 
the next meeting thereof, 

(b) To require, however, that the Women's 
Western Unitarian Conference and the West- 
ern Unitarian S. S. Society be included in the 
missionary bodies admitted and invited to 
participation in such Advisory Board. 

(c) ‘Yo vote against the holding of an annual 
public meeting by such a Board. 

(d) To report in full on their action at the 
next meeting of the Western Unitarian Con- 
ference. 


The original resolution and Mr. Blake's 


substitute were both discussed by Messrs. | _ 


Jones, Crothers, Crooker, Blake, Gannett, 
ohnson, Hosmer, Duncan and Miss Tupper. 
he original resolution prevailed by 36 to 32: 

Mr. Jones moved that the visiting friends 
of the conference be proffered the floor of the 
conference with the right to vote. Ruled out 
of order because the conference cannot by 
resolution change its by-laws. 

Mr. Jones then moved that the courtesies 
of the conference be extended to the visiting 
friends of the conference. Carried. ; 

After the announcements of the evening 
programme, and the meetings of committees 
and directors, the session adjourned. ‘ 

At the services of the 
Memorial Evening, in the Methodist church, 
a prayer offered 


y Rev. H. D. Maxson, of 


eodore Parker — 


- 
ie 


. 


Menomonie, was followed by a poem by J 


tas 
i 


ae oye Rochester, N. Y.; Rev. 
_ -%t. Louis, Mo.; D, L, Shorey, Chicago, Ill. 
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V. Blake, written for this occasion. Wm. J. 
Potter, of New Bedford, spoke upon “ Parker 
the Man and the Reformer,” John W. Chad- 
wick, of pig be upon “ Parker the Think- 
er,” and Mrs. Ednah D. Cheney, of Boston, 
who was formerly a member of Parker’s 
church, upon “ Parker the pastor.” 

The special interest of the occasion held an 
appreciative audience during these three 
earnest and tender tributes to the mem- 
ory of the great reformer, until a_ late 
hour. But before singing the closing hymn, a 
vigorous appeal from Mr. Jones detained most 
of those who were rising to leave, and called 
attention to the opportunity which this even- 
ing presented for inaugurating a Theodore 
Parker Memorial Fund of $10,000, which 
should apply on the Permanent Endowment 
Fund now being raised for the Western Uni- 
tarian Conference. Mrs. Cheney and Mr. 
Chadwick added their word, briefly, to Mr. 

ones’ earnest invitation, and notwithstanding 
the lateness of the hour, the sum of $5,493.10 
was reached by subscriptions from forty-five 
friends and by basket collection. 

The devotional meeting of Thursday, at 9:00 
aA. M., was led by Rev. Ida C. Hultin. At 
10 o’clock the business meeting was called to 
order by the president, and the list of delegates 
was read and corrected. The business com 
mittee presented, through its chairman, J. C. 
Learned, the following: 

RESOLVED: ‘That a committee of two, one 
of whom shall be a woman, be appointed by 
the Directors of this Conference for the fur- 
ther presentation to the authorities of Harvard 
University of our petition for the extension of 
the privileges of the Divinity School to wo- 
men; and that the Directors of this Conference 
be instructed to take such steps as may be 
deemed necessary to defray the expenses of 
this action. Carried. 

RESOLVED: That the Western Unitarian 
Conference sends its greetings to the Women's 
Western U. C., and while recognizing its. in- 
dividuality and separate organic life, we recog— 
nize also that we are working in a common 
cause, and seeking to help a common constit- 
cay | and we therefore recommend that the 
two Boards meetin joint session at least twice 
a year for general consultation and discussion 
of the situation without in any way encroach. 
ing upon the individual action of the two 
Boards. 

Mr. Learned moved its adoption and the 
motion was carried. 

Mrs. Jones read a paper upon “ The West- 
ern Union Cornference—Its Work and Mis- 
sion,’ which met with hearty appreciation, 
and Mr. Hosmer presented a thoughtful paper 
upon “* Measures of Church Success.” 

Mrs. Wilkes, being called, said a few ring- 
ing words in glad acknowledgment of the 
spirit of cordial equality with which women 
ministers had always been treated at the 
Western Conference, and the meeting ad- 
journed for intermission. 

On calling the session to order at 2 p. m. 


President Shorey presiding, the Secretary | 


announced that the accredited delegates num- 
bered 120,delegates present 106, and 33 parishes 
officially represented. There. were other un- 
official representatives, from many widely 
separated localities, reaching from Denver to 
Boston. The Secretary read a letter of greet- 
ing from President A. A, Livermore, of the 
Meadville Theological School. and Mrs. An- 
drews followed with a few kindly words. 

Adjourned for intermission. 

At2Pp.M. a paper was read by Henry D. 
Lloyd, of Chicago, upon “The Humanitarian 
Demand on the Churches.” This was dis- 
cussed by Rev. C. F. Bradley, Mrs. Edna 
Cheney and Rev. S. B. Loomis. 

The Chairman called for the report of the 
business committe, and Mr. Maxson offered 
the following resolutions: 

RESOLVED: The Western Unitarian Con- 
ference heartily thanks its friends and helpers, 
Mrs. Ednah Cheney, William Potter, John 
Chadwick, Mrs. Judith Andrews, Mrs, B. 
Ward Dix, and Mrs. Velma C. Williams, fo 
the good words, warm hearts and cordial fel- 
lowship they have brought us from the East 

Resotvep: The Western Unitarian Con- 
ference gratefully recognizes the friendly 
courtesy of the Oakland Methodist Church in 
offering the use of its Church.Home for the 
meetings of the Conference. 

_Adopted by a standing vote, with enthu- 
S1asm., 

Miss Hultin offered the following: 

ReEsoLtvgep: The Western Unitarian Con- 
ference hereby expresses its appreciation of 
the ever-ready and unsparing hospitality shown 
it by All Souls Church, and its gratitude to all 
other friends in Chicago, who have given such 
hearty welcome. Adopted. 

Mr. Learned offered the following: 

RESOLVED: The Conference sends its love 
to udean Fisher. : 

his also was adopted by a — vote. 

RECOMMENDED: That the Conference ap- 
point the President, Mr. Shorey, Mr. Jones 
and Mr. Hosmer as delegates to represent the 
Conference at the coming anniversary meet- 
ings of the American Unitarian Association 
in Boston, and the directors are authorized to 
make such arrangement regarding expenses as 
they may deem _ proper. ard of Directors 
Authorized to fill vacancies. 

The following nominations were made by 

r. Johnson aot elected as Directors for three 
years; 

Rev. H. D. Maxson, Menomonie, Wis.; 
Rey, J. V. Blake, Chicago, Ill.; Rev. S. M. 
Crothers, St, Paul, Minn.; Rev. W. C. Gan- 
J. C. Learned, 
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Mrs. Anna B. McMahan, Quincy, III. 

President : Hon, D. L. Shorey, Chicago, II1.; 
Vice President; Rev. Mary A. Safford, Sioux 
City, Ia.; Secretary, Rev. J. R. Effinger, Chi- 
cago, I[ll.; Zveasurer,;,Myron Leonard, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

The Committee on the Permanent Endow- 
ment Fund were also nominated and elected 
as follows: 


John Wilkinson, Chairman, Chicago. 
John M. Ware, _ : Chicago. 
J. D. Ludden, St. Paul. 
J. W. Willard, — : Cleveland. 
J. M. Good, : St. Louis. 
Mrs. Emma E. Marea Chicago. 
J. M. Wanzer, Chicago. 
Miss Emma Dupee, Chicago. 
James B. Galloway, Chicago. 


Mr. Jones and the Directors of the Confer- 
ence made further announcement concerning 
the Parker Memorial Fund subscribed the 
previous evening. 

Mr. Gannett offered the following: 

RESOLVED, That all moneys collected, or 
to be collected, on the subscriptions to the 
General EndowmentF und, shall be kept safely 
invested by the Directors, and that the princi- 
pal fund shall be kept separate and apart from 
allother moneys of the Conference, provided 
that the income from the permanent fund may 
be used when necessary to defray the current 
expenses of the Conference. 

The President explained that this resolution 
pledged the Conference to keep the fund dis- 
tinctly intact, not to use or imperil it in any 
way, and such a pledge can only be changed 
by vote of the Conference. 

Mr. Hosmer read the list of churches, and the 
sum to be expected from each, during-the year, 
was fixed by the representatives present. 

Adjourned, 


On Thursday evening at 8 o’clock a good 
audience gathered in the M. E. Church to 
hear the closing addresses of the Conference 
upon the “ New Word of Religion,” by some 
of the younger ministers in the body; 
“ What is the New Word of Religion to Man 
To-Day?” A. W. Gould, of Manistee; “ What 
Message Does the New Word of Religion 
Bring to Young Men and Young Women ?” L., 
J. Duncan, of Sheffield; “ What Message Does 
the New Word of Religion Bring to the Ig- 
norant and Degraded?” S. M. Crothers, of 
St. Paul; “Is the New Word of Religion 
To-day Adequate to Human Needs?” Carrie 
J. Bartlett, of Kalamazoo. 

An additional subscription amounting’ to 
about $300.00 was received on the Theodore 
Parker Memorial Fund, and with many-cor- 
dial hand-shakings and friendly partings the 
Conference closed with the singing of a hymn 
and a parting word and benediction from Bro. 
J. C. Learned, of St. Louis. 

Joun R, EFFINGER, Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE NINTH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE WOMEN’S 
WESTERN UNITARIAN 
CONFERENCE. 


The ninth annual meeting of the 
Women’s Western Unitarian Confer- 
ence was held in All. Souls Church, 
Chicago, Tuesday, May 6—Mrs. Vic- 
toria Richardson in the chair. The 
session was opened with a devotional 
service, led by Miss Bartlett, of Kala- 
mazoo, followed by the address of wel- 
come from the president, the secretary’s 
report, and the announcement of 35 
delegates present from 21 churches. 
Miss LeBaron of Elgin then reported 
for the National Post Office Mission 
committee. Nearly 90 P. O. Missions 
are at work in the United States, an in- 
crease of thirty within the year. Mrs. 
M.S. Savage, of Cooksville, read a sug- 
gestive paper on methods, advising some 
form of centralization in P. O. M. ad- 
vertising.* Prof. H. D. Hatch, Chicago, 
addressed the Conference on the need 
of missionery zeal, and outlined a pos- 
sible uniform Record Book,for P. O. M. 
workers. Valuable testimony from P. 
O. M. workers and parishioners was then 
given, introduced by Miss Mary Bailey 
of Chattanooga, on “ Your Oppor- 
tunity,” and followed by Mrs. J. R. 
Effinger and Miss Louise Dunning of 
Chicago, Miss Donna Pervier, Mineral, 
Ill., Mrs, Emily Fuller, Sheldon, Iowa, 
and Miss Harriet McConnell, Denver, 
Col. The Conference adjourned at 
noon until 2 P. M. 

At the afternoon session a devotional 
service, conducted by Miss Tupper of 
La Porte, was followed by an address 
from Mrs. Ednah D. Cheney of Jamaica 
Plain, Mass., on the “ Responsibility of 
Liberals in Religion in Training their 
Children.” Mrs. J. C. Learned of St. 
Louis, then presented: “The Claims 
and Work of the Women’s Western 
Unitarian Conference,” and Mrs. Judith 
Andrews of Boston, “The Aim of the 
National Alliance.” Mrs. B. Ward 


Dix, of N. Y., followed, who explained 
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; an adjourned meeting. 


the relation of the New York League 
as an associate alliance. 

Mrs. Woolley presented the follow- 
ing resolutions: 


In response to the invitation of the National 
Alliance of Unitarian and other liberal Chris- 
tian women to the Woman’s Western Unitar- 
ian Conference, to become an associate alli- 
ance, be it 

Resolved: ‘That the W. W. U. C. hereby 
expresses its sincere thanks for this invitation, 
and its cordial desire to improve every oppor- 
tunity for entering into closer union for work 
and fellowship with the members of our Unita- 
rian body; but to obviate certain practical diffi- 
culties standing in the way of this proposed 
union, and to avoid making vital changes in our 
form of organization, which after long and 
careful consideration we feel would be detri- 
mental to the general work in the West, be it 
also 

Resolved: ‘That we request the National 
Alliance at its next regular meeting to amend 
Articles I and IV, as hereinafter stated, and 
thus prepare the way for a more complete and 
harmonious union between all the working 
bodies of our denomination. In making this 
request, we wish to add that we do not condi- 
tion the proposed union with the National Al- 
liance on the amendment to Article I, pro- 
vided that to Article IV) be adopted. Yet, we 
most earnestly desire the adoption of the first 
amendment also, believing that as the Consti- 
tution now stands, the National Alliance fails 
to embody those large and comprehensive 
principles of religious fellowship which are 
fundamental to Unitarianism. 

The proposed amendment to Article IV, 
will if adopted, leave the form and spirit of 
our present organization intact, and the terms 
of admission to the Womans’ Conference will 
remain as before. Finally be it 

Resolved, ‘That we greet our sisters from the 
East who are with us to day representing the 
National Alliance with the utmost love and 
good-will, expressing our hearty appreciation 
of their efforts in the development of a larger 
plan of work among the women of our 
churches congratulating them on the measure 
of success already attained, and assuring them 
of our heartfelt desire to unite with them in all 
that tends to promote the spread of the religion 
of love and reason. 


Mrs. Woolley proposed that action 
upon the resolutions be deferred until 
Motions in re- 
gard to time and place for an adjaurned 
session followed, the final vote being 
for Thursday, 4 o’clock, at the Metho- 
dist Church. 

Mrs. Effinger, Chairman of Nomin- 
ating Committee, presented the names 
of officers and directors for the ensuing 
year; which were accepted by the Con- 
ference, as follows: 

President, Mrs. C. P. Woolley, 1st V. 
Pres., Mrs. Victoria Richardson; 2d V. Pres.; 


Mrs. John C. Learned; Secretary, Florence 
Hilton; Treasurer, Mrs. C. C. Warren. 


Directors to May ’91. 

Mrs. E. W. Dupee, Chicago; Rev. Mila 
Tupper, La Porte, Ind.; Mrs. Harriet McCon. 
nel, Denver, Col.; Mrs. Martha Clark, St. 
Paul, Minn.; Mrs. J. K. Boyeson, Chicago; 
Rev. Carrie Bartlett, Kalamazoo, Mich.; Miss 
Florence Hilton, Chicago. 

To May’92. 

Mrs. J. C. Learned, St. Louis; Mrs. Sarah 
Owens, Cincinnati, Ohio; Mrs. Eudora Hail- 
man, La Porte, Ind.; Mrs. J. Ll. Jones, Chi- 
cago; Miss Eliza Hosmer, Chicago; Miss N. 
Hatch, Sioux City, Iowa. 

One vacancy occurs in the list by the 
resignation of Mrs. Houghton, which is not 
yet filled. 


To May '9?. 


Miss S. A. Brown, Lawrence, Kansas. . 
Mrs. W. M. Wallace, Omaha, Nebraska. 
Mrs. J. C. Hilton, Chicago. 

Mrs. M. S. Savage, Cooksville, Wis. 
Mrs. Victoria Richardson, Princeton, III. 
Mrs. C. C. Warren, Hinsdale II, 

Mrs. A. E. West, Chicago. 


Post Office Mission Central Committee. 

Miss F. LeBaron, Henry D. Hatch, Miss 
F. Hilton. 

Religious Study Class Committee. 

Mrs. J. C. Learned, Mrs. E. A. West, Miss 
F. Hilton. 

Literature Committee. 

Mrs. E. A. West, Mrs, E. E. Marean, Mrs, 
S. C. Ll. Jones, Miss F. Hilton. 

The Secretary read a letter of greet- 
ing from The Channing Auxiliary of 
San Francisco, and the Conference 
then adjourned. 

The adjourned meeting was called 
to order by Mrs. Richardson at 4 P. M., 
in the Methodist Church. Mrs. Woolt 
ley withdrew her resolutions tempora- 
rily, leaving the Conference free for 
other business. The Treasurer’s repor- 
wasthen submitted and accepted. Mrs. 
Andrews presented the greeting of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, followed by Mrs. 
Theo. Williams of New York, who 


read and explained the Alliance Consti- 


tution, and answered questions in regard 
to it. Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. Learned and 
others made brief addresses. Miss Mur- 
dock presented the following resolution: 

Whereas, The Woman’s Western Unitarian 
Conference was organized to inspire women 
with a larger interest and enthusiasm in-the 
work of the denomination,and as that object has 
been attained, and as the interests and work of 
the Women’s Conference are identical with 
those of the Western Conference, and both are 
pledged to support the same principles, there- 
fore be it Resolved, That the Women’s Con- 
ference relinquish a separate organization and 
work with the Western Conference; and fur- 
ther be it /vesolved, that the Board of the 
Western Conference is requested to appoint a 
committee to arrange the details of a union of 
these separate organizations. 


This resolution was seconded by Miss 
Gordon. After some discussion Miss 
Bartlett moved: That the resolution 
offered by Miss Murdock be placed in 
the hands of a committee of three, ap- 
pointed by the Board to report at the 
next annual meeting of the W. W. U. 
C. Carried. 

Mrs. Woolley then presented her 
resolutions again; after discussion Miss 
Bartlett moved their postponement one 
year, upon which Mrs. Woolley with- 
drew her resolutions, believing other 
methods might be devised within that 
time. A motion was made that the 
subject of joining the Alliance be indefi- 
nitely postponed. An amendment was 
offered by Mrs. West that it be referred 
to the board of directors, who should 
publish a plan of action three months 
before the next annual meeting. Car- 
ried. 

Miss Hultin then presented the fol- 
lowing communication from the W. 


U.C. 


Resolved, That the Western Unitarian Con- 
ference sends its greeting to the Women’s 
Western Unitarian Conference, and while 
recognizing its individuality and separate 
organic life we recognize also that we are 
working in acommon cause and seeking to 
help a common constituency, and we there- 
fore recommend that the two Boards meet in 
joint session at least twice a year for general 
consultation and discussion of the situation, 
without in any way encroaching upon the in- 
dividual action of the two Boards. 

Miss Dupee moved that we accept 
with thanks this communication from 
the W. U. C. and refer it to our Board 
of Directors for action. Carried. Mrs. 
Effinger moved that the hearty thanks 
of the W. W. U. C. are due Mrs. Licinia 
Hilton for her long and faithful service 
as treasurer. Carried. The thanks of 
the Conference were also voted to the 
First and Third churches for their 
generous co-operation in our entertain- 
ment; to the Methodist church for its 
liberality in opening its doors to us 
without question and without price. 
Also resolved, that we thank the dele- 
gates from sister organizations in the 
East who have attended our meetings, 
assuring them of our cordial apprecia- 
tion of their kindness in coming here, 
and also acknowledging that friendli- 
ness which has been so faithful to us 
among those who did not know us. 

The incoming president then greeted 
the Conference and offered words of 
encouragement for the new year, after 
which the Conference adjourned. 


FLORENCE HILTON, Secretary. 


SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE WESTERN UNITARIAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


From 2 to 3 Pp. M. on Wednesday, 
May 7, the programme of the Confer- 
ence gave place toa session in charge of 
the officers of the W..U.S.S.Society, and 
the President, Mrs. E. N. H. Conger 
called the meeting to order. 

A brief report from the secretary of 
the general work of the society was 
followed by the treasurer’s statement 
showing a cash balance on hand of 
$95-95, ex-ceeding all indebtedness, and 
a stock of merchandise to the value of 
i: 

he following nominations were made | 
by Mr. Jones, and elected. For Direct- 
ors for three years: Wm. Bouton, St. 
Louis; Miss M. L. Southworth, Cleve- 
land; W. C. Gannett, Rochester, and 
Ellen T, Leonard, Chicago. For Presi- 
dent, Mrs. E. N. H. Conger; Secretary, 
Mrs. Ellen T. Leonard; Treasurer, 


go 


7 ne * _s " - 2 
rand a i 1 alla ein ee oat eine : a 
2 ° : i 4° 
«gat ti 
ied Ae ee : tty P. ae a EE. on eee Te ; . 
ar ~* oe a - i aks Sd am ~* c - 
> 


a oe ee 


98 


: ea ae ee a oe 
a. ° — naan . —" 


UNITY. 


May 14 1890 


Charles H. Kerr. Two reports were 
made on the first series of lessons in the 
‘“ Six Years’ Course of Study.” The 
School of the Church of the Unity, 
St. Louis, having used them,sent the tes- 
timonies of their teachers and scholars 
in a short report, through Wm. Bouton, 
which was read by Mrs. Learned. The 
Sunday-school of All Souls Church, 
Chicago, having completed the course, 
reported through its Ass’t. Supt. Mrs. 
M.H. Perkins, and a ten-minute dis- 
cussion followed. 

Mr. Jones introduced the subject of 
the Tower-Hill Summer Assembly and 
Sunday-School Institute, giving in sub- 
stance the plan already set forth in 
Uniry, with more explanatory detail. 

Subscription cards having been pre- 
viously distributed, it was announced 
later that 31 annual members had sub- 
scribed their names, and the sum of 
$7.50 had been contributed. Nine an- 
nual memberships were afterward add- 


ed, making 40 in all. Adjourned. 
E. T. LEONARD, Secretary. 


POST OFFICE MISSION WORK IN THE 
PIELD. 
For the Year ending May 6, 1890. 

There are forty Post-office Missions 
and eighty workers within the States 
represented by our Conference, besides 
a good many who work irregularly and 
cannot report. The work is being done 
in forty States as well as in Canada, 
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales 
and the West Indies. Rev. John Brown, 
of Kansas, and the Missions of Denver, 
St. Paul, and Unity Church, Cincinnati, 
have not reported names of parish- 
ioners. From the 35 Missions who have 
reported we find parishioners in 728 
different towns and frequently several 
in each town; 126 towns in Wisconsin 
contain parishioners; 86 towns in Ohio; 
79 in Missouri; 65 in Iowa; 56 in IIli- 
nois; 41 in Dakota; 37 in Kansas; 27 
in Pennsylvania; 19 in Texas; 20 in 
Arkansas; 18 in Nebraska; 15 in Min- 
nesota; 14 in Indiana; 13 in New Mex- 
ico; 12 in Virginia; 10 in New York; 
9g in New Jersey; 7 in Idaho; 7 in Mis- 
sissippi; 6 in Colorado; 6 in Tennesseee; 
5 in Washington; 5 in New York; 5 in 
Alabama; 4 in South Carolina; 4 in 
Vermont; 4 in W yoming; 3 in Oregon; 
3 in Florida; 3 in Montana; 3 in Ken- 
tucky; 3 in Louisiana; 2 in Utah; 2 in 
West Virginia; 2 in Arizona; 1 in Ne- 
vada; 1 in Georgia; 1 in Connecticut. 

The total number of enrolled corres- 
pondents, not including those of Rev. 
John Brown, who has about 400, and 
the Missions of Unity Church, Cincin- 
nati, St. Paul and Denver, is $72. 

Many of these parishioners are co- 
workers, so that our literature has, no 
doubt, through our eighty workers 
reached thousands of people during the 
year. 

The aggregate number of letters and 
cards written is 3,171, and the number 
received, 1,136. The number of Tracts 
and Sermons sent out, 29,168; papers, 
10,134. 

The cost of the work for the year to 
the twenty-six Missions who reported 
on this point was $489,07. Seventeen 
Missions aggregated $49.14 received 
from parishioners. One Mission, with 
a parish of sixteen, received from it 
$6.43. Another of fifteen received 
$3.23. A Mission of 150 received but 
$1.00 during the year. 

Unity Church, St. Louis, spent $18 
in advertising last year, had ninety-four 
new applicants,and has a regular parish 
of 150. Postage forthe year cost $20, 
literature $5. Their mission has a 
secretary and five assistants. 

Davenport mission has a committee 
with officers and four corresponding 
secretaries who meet once a month. 
It has a parish of about 100, and 
advertised last year in an lowa monthly 
for three months. It has had eight 
volumes of sermons bound and placed 
in the library at the church door. 
Through its efforts a large box of cloth- 
ing and one of books was sent to Da- 
kota last year. | 

One worker with a parish of 200 has 
spent this year out of her own purse 
$60.16 in subscriptions to the Register 


and Uniry, $27 in postage and $10 for 
literature. 

One mission spent $66.40 since last 
September, $20 for advertising under 
religious notices in Saturday and Sun- 
day papers, $43 for literature, $3.40 
for postage. 

Another worker advertised for three 
months for $9 and received twenty-five 
applicants. To prove that a_ little 
money may go far in this work, the 
expense for a year of one worker with 
forty-four new applicants and a parish 
of thirty-three was only $14.14. This 
covers advertising, literature and post- 
age. 

The best results from advertising 
seem to be through ‘good weekly pa- 
pers having a large circulation. 


Sioux Falls, with a committee of 3, 
a Recording and Corresponding Secre- 
tary and an assistant, is doing earnest 
work, has a parish of 25 in South Da- 
kota and 2 in England. 

Of the total 872 parishioners, 5 sub- 
scribe for the Register, 31 for Unity, 
2 for the Unitarian. 5 workers sub- 
scribe for, or send regularly all together 
29 Registers, 4 workers subscribe for 
26 UniTIEs and two send 19 UNITIES 
regularly. 25 friends not active work- 
ers send their UNiTiEs and Registers 
regularly. 

Most of the workers send regularly, 
and many agree that correspondents 
should not be dropped after being once 
heard from until 3 or 4 letters and a good 
deal of literature is unacknowledged. 
One Mission encloses a postal in the 
letter and discontinues if this is not re- 
turned. The reports show that the 
second to the largest parish belongs to 
that Committee which writes four let- 
ters and keeps the correspondent a year 
when not heard from. 

Our literature is generally found 
satisfactory. One worker writes: “ It 
is better, sweeter than ever. dreamed-of, 
a-blessing, a/ways giving comfort and 
strength.” 

Another: “ Yes, thank God, it is 
satisfactory and goes to the mark.” 
The tracts found most useful are those 
of Savage, Chadwick and Clarke. 
Others are the A. U. A. tracts, fourth 
series: Nos. 3, Human Nature Not 
Ruined But Incomplete.—C.C. Everett; 
17, Unitarian Principles and Doctrines. 
C. H. Brigham; 28, Why Am Ia Uni- 
tarian.—J. F. Clarke; 31, Worship.— 
R. Collyer; 44, Wrestling and Blessing. 
—W. C. Gannett; 48, Christianity as 
Christ Preached It.—B. Herford; 58, 
Unitarianism, it is a Positive Faith and 
Rightly Claims Our Loyalty.—M. J. 
Savage; 67, The Religious Education 
of Children.—M. J. Savage; 68, God. 


'—S.R.Calthrop; What Do Unitarians 


Believe.—C. W. Wendte. Unity Mis- 
sion tracts: Nos. 1, Natural Religion. 
—J. V. Blake; 6, Unitarianism, Its 
Story and Its Principles—J. C 
Learned; 8, Emerson’s Divinity, 
school address; 9, Jesus—J. LI]. Jones; 
35, The Faith of Ethics—W. C. Gan- 
nétt; and short tracts: Nos. 1, Unita- 
rian Affirmations; 13, Blessed be Drud- 
gery.— W. C. Gannett. More practical 
tracts are needed, tracts to meet special 
needs of those in trouble and literature 
for young people. In order to interest 
the church and others in the mission, 
one worker makes a report at the 
annual meeting of the church. At 
Davenport and LaPorte strong letters 
were read from the pulpit with a sermon 
on the mission work from the pastor 
followed by a collestion; at Rochester 
and St. Louis reports and letters were 
read at the monthly meetings of the 
auxiliaries; a very zealous worker 
writes to interest others: “I talk and 
talk and talk truth, reason, fellowship 
and character in religion calmly but 
firmly.” Another tries to interest oth- 
ers in our thought by living right 
“before orthodox neighbors,” and to 
show her church in Chicago “ that it 
is = to work and keep happy 
under great difficulties and complete 
isolation;” and another by calling at- 
tention to the results of the work as 


‘they are from time to time reported. 


In regard to organizing the work one 


committee finds “ Miss Ellis’s ‘Life” 


helpful in suggestions. This little beok 
is in the Woman’s Loan Library, 175 
Dearborn street, Chicago, and should 
be read by all P. O. M. workers. 
Another active committee suggests that 
P. OQ. M. applicants be asked to co- 
operate with us if possible, and the 


-workers see that in every State there 


is a corresponding secretary who shall 
try to supply every town or village 
within her State with some sermons. 

Another worker believes in spread- 
ing the work by “talking, writing, 
public speaking and sending the litera- 
ture.” Most of the workers desire 
sug gestions as to organizing and extend- 
ing the work and feel unprepared to 
give them. 


FLORENCE HILTON, 
Secy W. W. U. C. 


By All Odds 


The most generally useful medicine is Ayer’s 
Pills. As aremedy for the various diseases 
of the stomach, liver, arid bowels, these 
Pills have no equal. Their sugar-coating 
causes them not only to be easy and 
pleasant to take, but preserves their medi- 
cinal integrity in all climates and for any 
reasonable length of time. The best family 
medicine, Ayer’s Pills are, also, unsurpassed 
for the use of travelers, soldiers, sailors, 
campers, and pioneers. In some of the 
most critical cases, when all other remedies 
have failed, 


Ayer’s Pills 
prove effective. 

‘‘In the summer of 1864 I was sent to the 
Annapolis hospital, suffering with chronic 
diarrhea. While there, I became so re- 
duced in strength that I could not speak and 
was compelled to write everything I wanted 
to say. 1 was then having some 25 or 30 
stools per day. The doctors ordered a medi- 
cine that I was satisfied would be of no 
benefit to me. I did not take it, but per- 
suaded my nurse to get me some of Dr. 
Ayer’s Pills. About two o'clock in the after- 
noon I took six of these pills, and by mid- 
night began to feel beteer. In the morning 
the doctors came again, and after deciding 
that my symptoms were more favorable, gave 
me a different medicine, which I did not use, 
but took four more of the pills instead. The 
next day the doctors came to see me, and 
thought I was doing nicely, (and so did I). 
I then took one pill a day fora week. Atthe 
end of that time, I considered myself cured 
and that Ayer’s Pills had saved my life. I 
was then weak, but had no return of the 
disease, and gained in strength as fast as 
could be expected.”—F. C. Luce, Late Lieut. 
56th Regt. Mass. Vol. Infantry. 

*“Ayer’s Pills are 


The Best 


I have ever used for headaches, and they 
act like a charm in relieving any disagree- 
able sensation inthe stomach after eating.” 
— Mrs. M. J. Ferguson, Pullens, Va. 

“I was a sufferer for years from dys- 
pepsia and liver troubles, and found no 
permanent relief until I commenced taking 
Ayer’s Pills. They have effected a com- 
plete cure.” — George W. Mooney, Walla 
Walla, W. T. 


Ayer’s Pills, 


PREPARED BY 


DR. J. C. AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass. 


Sold by ail Druggists and Dealers in Medicine. 
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Be sure you get the genuine as there are 
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ILLUSTRATED STORY PAPERS, ETC, 
200 guaranteed each person that will send us. 10¢ 
Silver to have t Name.and Address in- 
serted in The Publishers’ Directory. Address 
PUB. AGENCY, 


Circleville, Ohio 
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The Faith that Makes Faith- 
ful.—By William C. Gannett and Jen- 
kin Lloyd Jones. Eight sermons: 
“Blessed be Drudgery,” “I had a 
Friend,” “A Cup of Cold Water,” and 
“Wrestling and Blessing,” by Mr. Gan- 
nett, and “Faithfulness,” “Tenderness,” 
“The Seamless Robe,” and “The Di- 
vine Benediction,” by Mr. Jones. 
Square 18mo, 137 pages. Imitation 
parchment, 50 cents; cloth, full gilt, 
$1.00; special paper edition, ten copies 
for $1.50, this edition sold by the pub. 
lishers only in packages of ten. 


Frances E. Willard says of it: ‘The Faith 
that Makes Faithful is purely Unitarian. But 
it says in style as classic as was ever penned, 
and with an imagery the most unique and 
chaste, what Sam Jones says in the dialect of 
his section, ‘Quit your meanness.’ The book 
was such a help to me in my endeavor to quit 
my Own, that I wrote a little notice of it in 
some paper, and a young Methodist minister 
seeing what I had said, sent for the book, then 
sent mea reproving line because, he said, |] 
had misled him; he did not wish to read the 
writings of a Unitarian, and wondered thata 
Methodist, like myself , would speak of them 
with praise, Whereupon I wrote back to him, 
mildly inquiring if he had never received ben- 
efit from the sayings of Socrates, Marcus Au- 
relius, Epictetus,—if he had not, in hisjclassic 
course at college, spent considerable time 
over the writings of Unitarians who lived in 
Greece and Rome, and if a man who wrote so 
reverently of God, and so helpfully of our du- 
ties to our fellow men with whom we live, was 
to be cast out of the synagogue because he 
lived in the nineteenth century, rather than in 
the last before Christ or the first after him. 
At this, the young man had the grace tu write, 
again, telling me that he looked upon himself 
as impertinent, and though I had thought so 
when the first note came, I was well assured 
that he was not, when I had read the second.” 


Rational Theology: Ethical and 
theological essays. y John Milton 
Williams, A. M. Cloth, 12mo, 310 


pages, $1.00. 

The book is made up of a series of clear 
cut, well thought out, strong essays, covering 
succinctly what is most fundamental in the 
orthodox theological system. It aims, on the 
one hand, to show that Calvinism is no longer 
either rationally nor ethically tenable, and, on 
the other to establish, on a basis at once 
rational, ethical and scriptural, a system of 
theological doctrine, essentially in harmony 
with what is coming to be known as “ New 
Orthodoxy.” All the subjects are ably treated. 
The book is of value as giving an excellent 
presentation of orthodox theology at its best. 
—The Unttarian. 

The book meets a want of the times and is 
the very best practical and popular ex- 
position of current theology, in its freer and 
most rational form, of which we have any 
knowledge.— 7 ke fndependent. 


Progress from Poverty.—A Re- 
vi. w and Criticism of Henry George’s 
“ Progress and Poverty” and “ Protec- 
By Giles B. 
Stebbins. Square 18mo., 64 pages, 
paper, 20 cents; cloth, 30 cents. 

Mr. Stebbins is one of the best authorities 
in the land upon economic issues, clear and 
precise in his statements, and has an irrefut- 


able way of putting his  propositions.— 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, 


The Social Status of European 
and American Women. By Kate Byam 
Martin and Ellen M. Henrotin. Square, 
18mo, 47 pages, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 
50 cents. 

A capital little brochure for people who 


take a serious interest in the tendencies of 
American society.—New Yorh Independent. 


Lessons from the World ot 
Matter and the World of Man.— 
By Theodore Parker. Selected from 
notes of unpublished sermons, by Ru- 


fus Leighton. Cloth, 12mo., 430 
pages. $1.25. 

ny book advertised by us will be sent prepaid by mail 
Pigg. Acem on receipt ‘4 price. For tec rote with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices, and Unity one year free; this offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 

" Address 


CHARLES H. KERE & CO., Publishers. | 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 
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. UNITY. 


| Poles from the ‘Hist, 


New York League.—Last Friday morning, 
May 2, there gathered at the Grand Central 
Depot, with happy faces and merry greetings, 
some four hundred women bound fer Yonkers, 
toattend the last meeting of the season of the 
N. Y. L. of U.W. After a delightful ride of 
about half an hour, they left the train and 
were conveyed by means of coaches and cars 
to the Unitarian Church, where they were 
warmly welcomed by the ladies of the society. 
The morning session was devoted to annual re- 

rts of the officers of the League and of the 
Branch Auxiliaries,which showed a most satis- 
factory amount of work accomplished; and to 
the election of officers for the ensuing year. 
The ticket, with two exceptions, was the same 
as that of last year, and received an almost 
unanimous vote. Great regret was felt in 
parting with the treasurer, who had served so 
efficiently for three years, but as ill health 
was the cause of her resignation, all felt 
obliged to accept it without murmur. As 
soon as the morning session closed, the ladies 
repaired to the Club House, which is nearly 
opposite to the church, to partake of their 
luncheons. The many tables in the room 
were bright with wild flowers, and it was soon 
discovered that the ladies of Yonkers had ar- 
ranged these beautiful products of the fields 
into little bouquets, in order that each one 
should carry home some sweet remembrance 
of the day. At 2:15 p. m. the meeting re- 
opened, and Mrs. Morse, the President, after 
thanking those present in a very graceful 
speech for her re-election, introduced Mrs. 
Eliz. Powell Bond, the matron of Swarthmore 
College, who was to speak on the topic of the 
day—“ Elements of Happiness.” rs. Bond 
spoke first of activity as a means of happiness. 
Labor is a great blessing. Women find great 
pleasure in productive activity, and daughters 
as well as sons should be trained to self-sup. 
port. Higher education is conducive to hap- 
piness. elping others makes one happy, 
and even the substitution of a round of small 
duties for something apparently greater yields 
its atom of satisfaction. The undying aim of 
happiness is the conscious harmony of the 
soul with God. Happiness was possible even in 
uncongenial routine. Sharing with others 
what we desire for ourselves produces happi- 
ness. The finest souls do not pursue it as an 
end, but find it in doing the things that lie 
at hand. Those who search for it will onl 
find as much as lies in their own hearts. It 
is possible to cultivate a habit of happiness and 
trust, but physical conditions bear an import- 
ant relation to it. May it not be that love is 
the key to happiness. Mrs. Smillie agreed 
with the former speaker about the activity of 
body or mind, but thought restless activity 
was nothappiness? We should rise above the 
petty annoyances of life, but enjoy its pleas- 
ures; and we should also congratulate our- 
selves that we are living in a time when reli- 
gion is not made gloomy. Mrs. Waller con- 
tinued, the discussion. Mrs. Morse added a 
few words, and invited all to a general discus- 
sion of the subject. At four o’clock the meet- 
ing closed with the singing of a hymn, and 
the repeating of the Lord's raver. 


Meadville Theological School.—The follow- 
ing report from Dr. Livermore was read last 
week on the floor of the Western Conference, 
by the secretary, J. R. Effinger. The school 
has had an eventful, but prosperous year. The 
whole number of students has been thirty- 
five, of whom two were women and-thirty- 
three men. The average attendance through 
the year has been larger than at any time dur- 
ing many years, and the tone of spirit and 
study highly encouraging. Our theological 
schools begin to feel that moral and spiritual 
lift which the churches at large are experienc- 
ing from an incoming tide of the spirit. A 
large number of our students have come from 
other nationalities domesticated in our own 
country. Both Europe and Asia have had 
their worthy and devoted representatives. 
Some, after obtaining their education here will 
act as home missionaries to their countrymen 
in America, while others expect eventually to 
work as foreign missionaries in their native 
lands. The funds of the institution have been 
increased by two legacies from ladies, one of 
$1,000 and one of $5,000. An endowment of 
a Professorship, named after our beloved and 
distinguished brother James Freeman Clarke, 
has already reached over $20,000 of the $35,- 
000 asked for. A new elegant brick edifice for 
the library and for recitation rooms, has been 
erected during the past season, which is nearly 
ready for occupancy, and which it is proposed 
to call Huidekoper Hall; a large part of the 
funds of which were contributed by the family 
which has been so honorably connected with 
the Meadville School and Church through 
their successive generations. Besides the re- 
gular teachers, Messrs Cary, Barber, Shippen, 

llen, and Livermore, we have had courses of 
'nost valuable and helpful lectures from Messrs 
Mayo, Crooker, Forbush, Calthrop, Lawrenee, 
Rush Shippen, and are to have this month 
the course by Dr. Thomas Hill of twelve 

ectures on “the Postulates of Revelation”: a 
Profound treatise on the fundamentals of re- 
ligion, The president of the school has 
resigned his office after a connection with it of 
hirty-five years, resident and non-resident, 
but Steps are taken to fill eventually the 
vacancy thuscreated. A class of ten graduate 
on June 5th; one of the best classes which has 
ver gone forth from the school, and whose 
we usefulness we shall watch with sanguine 
Pes. We should be happy to welcome at 


ie the anniversary in June any of our western 


brethren and sisters who can attend. An | 
unusually large number of applicants for next 
year have already sent their names, and a full 
class is confidently expected. 


Directors’ Meeting.—The Directors of the 
Western Unitarian Conference met at head- 
quarters May 9; President D.L. Shorey in the 
Chair; Present, Celia P. Wooley, J. Li. Jones, 
F. LL. Hosmer, Wm. C, Gannett, J. C. Learned, 
Myron Leonard, James Vila Blake, John R. 
Effinger. The Board organized for a new 
working year by the appointment of J. LI. 
Jones, Myron Leonard and John R. Effinger, 
Financial and Executive Committee. The 
regular meetings of the Board were fixed at 2 
p. m. on the following dates: September 9, 
November 11, January 6, March 10. On 
motion the Board of the W.W.U.C.was invited 
to meet with the Board of the W. U. C. Sep- 
tember 9. The treasurer was instructed to 
deposit the endowment fund as fast as it is paid 
over, in the Union Trust Co. Bank until fur- 
ther directions; and Messrs Leonard, Van- 
Inwagen and Wilkinson were chosen a com. 
mittee on investment of Permanent Fund. The 
publication of a Western Unitarian Directory 
was authorized. Mr. Jones tendered his resig- 
nation as a delegate from the Western Uni- 
tarian Conference to the American Unitarian 
Association. On motion the Board unani- 
mously declined to accept Mr. Jones’ resigna- 
tion. The delegates elect are: Jenkin Lloyd 
Jones and Frederick L. Hosmer. 


Chattanooga, Tenn.—We are indebted to 
Miss Mary E. Bailey, a delegate to the 
Womens’ Western Unitarian Conference, for 
the following account of the Unitarian move. 
ment at Chattanooga, with its kindly offer. of 
hospitality to Western Unitarians. “A little 
more than a year has passed since a few 
earnest souls organized the First. Unitarian 
Church of Chattanooga, and Rev. E. D. Towle 
became our pastor. Ys that time our congre- 
gations have steadily increased—grown beyond 
our most sanguine expectations. Our societ 
was established, and a pastor secured arena 
the untiring efforts of Rev. Geo. L. Cahney, of 
Atlanta, Since our organization, services have 
been heldin a hall. A lot has been purchased, 
and soon will be commenced the erection of a 
Church Home, which will be ready for occu. 
pancy next October or November, at the 
farthest. The Church of All Souls in Chat- 
tanooga is an established fact. We are there 
to stay and grow. When you visit the com- 
ing city of the New South, as you surely will 
in the near future, our society will most gladl 
and heartily welcome you to our Church 
Home and fellowship.” 


Denver, Col.— We are in receipt of the Year 
Book of the First Unitarian Society of Denver. 
It fills thirty pages, revealing the activity of a 
busy church. The church building is open 
every day from September to the middle of 
July. A number of well known societies not 
directly connected with the church — The 
King’s Daughters, the Association of the 
Wives of Colorado Pioneers, the Free Kinder- 
garten Association, etc.—have used the church 
parlors free of charge for their meetings. Sev- 
eral important meetings have been held in the 
church, notably the sessions of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Women, 
in October, and the meetings held under the 
auspices of the “Associated Charities.” This 
church truly stands “for a religion of doing 
and being, rather than believing.” 


Installation Service.—The installation of 
Rev. James Huxtable as pastor of Hawes Uni- 
tarian Congregational Church, South Boston, 
drew together a large audience. The church 
was decorated with flowers, and the exercises 
of especial interest. Sermon by Brooke Her- 
ford. The installation prayer was by E. A. 
Horton; the charge to the pastor by Howard 
N. Brown. The Right Hand of Fellowship 
was given by E. E. Hale; Address to the 
People by Pf Savage, and concluding 
prayer by C. R. Eliot. v 

St. Joseph, Mo.—A correspondent sends 
the following: The dramatic entertainment 
given by Unity Society a week ago was a sig- 
nal success, both socially and financially, 
standing room even being unavailable. Six 
new members have joined the church within 
a month, and there is a possibility of twenty 
acquisitions during this month. The Congre. 
gations number over one hundred, a larger 
attendance than ever before and the church 
is growing not only in numbers but in popu- 
laritu. 


Black River Falls, Wis.—A series of six 
discourses on “The Liberal Faith and 
Church,” by Rev. A. N. Somers, have been 
announced by special card, at the Universalist 
Church, beginning May 4; alsoa second series 


of seven sermons on “Our Principles, Meth- 
ods and Aims.” | 


Beatrice, Neb.—Rev. Mary L. Leggett, of 
the Unitarian church, exchanged pulpits on 
Sunday, April 20, with the Universalist min. 
ister of Lincoln. The members of Miss Leg. 
gett’s society are at work on an Operetta and 
a a Dicken’s Carnival for the benefit of the 
church. 


REAT FALLS, M0 rat 


_— For full 
Great’ Faliss Montana. 


THE CHANGE OF FRONT OF THE UNIVERSE. By 
_ MinotJ* Savage; 5 cents, 10 copies 25 cents, 100 
copies $1.50. Charles H. Kerr & Co., Chicago. 


F TRADE, 


‘THE GOD or sciencx. By Francis E. Abbot. 10 
cents. Charles H, Kerr & Co,, Chicago. 
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MARTIN LUTHER 
AND OTHER ESSAYS. 


BY DR. F. H. HEDGE, 


CoNTENTS:—Martin Luther, Count Zin. 
zendorf and the Moravians, Christianity in 
Conflict with Hellenism, Feudal Society, Con- 
servatism and Reform, Rev. William E. Chan- 
ning, D.D., Science and Faith, Classic and 
Romantic, The Steps of Beauty, Ethical 
Systems, Ghost Seeing, Personality, The 
Theism of Reason and the Theism of Faith. 
We can commend the book to any one interested in 
religion or literature, It bears reading as few collec- 
tions of review articles and addresses do, and it is 
worthy to form a part of that small body of good litera- 
ture that will not lose its savor with the change of the 
years,—San Francisco Chronicle, 

A handsome volumne of 326 large pages. 
Publishers’ price, $2.00; our price, including 
prepayment of postage or expressage, one 
dollar. Supply limited, order at once. 

Address 
CHARLES H. KERR 4 CO,, Publishers, 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL STORIES. 
By Edward E. Hale. 


‘* Twenty-six stories, of which I have written eight; 
the other eighteen are the work of my children, my sis- 
ters and of Mrs, Bernard Whitman, so widely known as 
the secretary of the ‘Ten Times One’ societies, All of 
these stories I have edited, and I have given the au- 
thors the general directions under which they wrote,”’ 
—Dr, Hale’s Preface, 

When the Rev, Edward Everett Hale writes a book 
for the young, grown people as well as young people 
look for something zest, and they are seldom disap- 
pointed. Mr, Hale always writes fora purpose, and 
that purpose embraces both pleasure and profit to his 
readers, In the volume before us there are a number of 
right good stories which will be read with interest by 
children all over the land,—PAiladelphia Item. 
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WANTED, 


ee 
THE LAWS OF HEREDITY 


(Cloth, 12mo 383 pages, $1.50,) 


THE EVOLUTION OF DODD 


(Paper, 12mo 153 pages, 25 cents,) 


and a Cloth Bound Prospectus of 


THE KINGDOMS OF NATURE 


(Illustrated, over 500 pages, $3.50,) 
All sent, prepaid, to any 
receipt of $1,000. 
Address W. W. KNOWLES & CO., 
Publishers, Booksellers, 
AND DEALERS IN 


GENERAL SOHOOL SUPPLIES, 
Honore Block, - . CHICAGO’ 


Agent on 


A delightful and helpful book for young people.— 
Boston Home Fournal. 

Suited to the taste and comprehension of young peo- 
ple, they will be read again and again, and cannot fail 
to profit as well as interest.— Boston ‘fournal of Educa- 
tion, 

Cloth, 16mo., 314 pages, retail price $1.00. 
We have purchased from the publishers a 
limited number of copies which we desire to 
close out rapidly, so we offer them postpaid at 
only 50 cents, as long as they last. 


Address: =) ae 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL STORIES 


for little children, 


By Miss Lucretia P. Hale and Mrs. Ber- 
nard Whitman. 


Twenty-six stories written on the same plan 
as those in Dr. Hale’s volume, but intended 
for younger children, printed in large type on 
heavy paper, and neatly bound. Cloth, 16mo, 
219 pages, retail price $1.00. Our price to 
those who order direct from us, 50 cents, 
postpaid. 

Address? 
CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers, 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


—eE 


An Unequaled Tri- 
umph. An agency business 
where talkingis unnecessary 
Here are its of Miss Anna 
ustin, Texas, and Mr. 
Jno. Bonn of Toledo, Ohio. The 
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gfor Y¥ andupwards every 
day of your life. Talk not necessary. You can make big money 
even though you don't saya word. Our new style album is the 
grandest success ever known, and the greatest bargain in the 
world Double size—the tmade. Bound in richest, most 
elegant and artistic manner, in finest silk velvet plush. Bindings 
splendidly ornamented. Insides charmingly decorated with most 
beautiful flowers. It is a regular 810 album, but it is sold to 
the people for only $B. How can we do it ? Itis the greatest hit 
of the times ; we are manufacturing 500,000, and are satisfied with 
® profit of a few cents on each. Agents wanted! Any one can be- 
come a successfulagent. Extra | 1 terms toagents. We pub- 
lish a great variety of Bibles and testaments; also subscription 
books and pe s. Agents wanted forall. Our agents are 
always successful. We do the largest business with agents in 
America, and can give value for the money and better 
terms than any other firm. Particulars and terms for all of above 
mailed free. Write at once and see for yourself. Address 
H. HaLLeTT & Co., Box 999, PORTLAND, MAINE, 
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ISSOULA Garden city of ONTANA,. 
Railroad and manufacturing center, 
fine water power, rich agricultural lands, mines, 
lumber, etc. A prosperous city and rich country. 

_ Full particulars, including beautiful book, ‘‘ M1s- 
SOULA ILLUSTRATED” SENT FREE upon application to 


FAIRCHILD, CORNISH & CO. , MISSOULA, MONT. 
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Frederick B. Knapp, 8. B. (M. I. T.) Duxbury, Maas, - 


Have You Seen It? 


The Best Farmer's Paper in America, 
PUBLISHED WEEELY. 


THE» FARMER'S = VICE 


BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED. 
$1.00 per Year or 50 cents for Six Months, 
SEND FOR SAMPLE COPY. 


FARMERS VOICE CO, cirxea¢o, tax: 


This beautiful song, together with 

100 other latest songs, worps and music 

lete, will be given, ABSOLUTELY 

d f ME. 10c for 

a three months trial to the HOME CIRCLE. 

Ovzsr 300,000 our paper every 
month. We want 000 more. 

The HOME CIRCLE is ably edited, splen- 
didly illustrated, and altogether one of 
the most fascinating papers published, 
Remember, 100 SONGS, words and music 
complete, and the HOME CIRCLE for 
only 10 ects. Address 
THE HOME CIRCLE, 

814 Olive Street, 
Sr. Lvuvis, Mo. 
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4 OW. TO BUILD HOUSES.—A book 


POTTER & POTTER, 92 Federal St., Boston, Mass, 
giving plans and specifications for 25 houses 
of all sizes, from two rooms up, sent postpaid upon 
receipt of 25 cents 


ddress CHICAGO BUSINESS RECORD, 
ia 132 W. Van Buren Street, Chicago, Ill. 


y° WILL RECEIVE HUNDREDS OF vatua- 
ble Samples, Catalogues, Magazines, Papers, 
. free, if E es send 10c. to 


etc., from all over the U. 
have your name printed in the Reco 

Address BUSINESS RECORD, 
132 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, I]. 


EYSTONE MORTGAGE COMPANY. Aberdeen, 
S. Dak., offers guarariteed 7 per cent Farm Mort- 
ages, Electric and Gas Bonds, Bank and other divi- 
be paying stocks. Address us for particulars. East- 
ern Office: 1328 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Agents’ profits oe month. Will prove it 
5 25 or pa forfeit New portraits just out. A 


$3 mple sent free to all. 
W. H. Chidester & Son, 28 Bond 8t., N. Y. 


NITY A weekly journal of a Keligion that 
® is Rational, and a Rationalism that 
is Religious. 10 weeks 10 cents. CHICAGO, 


ALMER’S Pronouncing Pictionary of 2500 musical 
terms, 25 cents post-paid. H, R, PALMER, Box 
2481, N. . city. ’ ; 
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UNITY. 


Announgements, 


Mr. GANNETT’s Conference sermon on 
“The Higher Unitarianism ” will appear in 
next week’s Unity. Extra copies for distri- 
bution will be supplied at $1.00 a hundred 7f/ 
order reaches us before publication. Only a few 
more copies will be printed than are needed 
for subscribers and advanced orders, and these 
will be sold at five cents net. 


The Chicago Institute. 

A lecture will be given by CarL LumM- 
HOLTZ, M. A., at the Art Institute Hall, en- 
trance on Michigan Ave., Tuesday, May 20, 
atS p.m. Mr. Lumholtz is a distinguished 
Norwegian Scientist, ethnologist and explorer, 
who has lectured with great suecess in Euro- 
pean capitols, and whose lectures will be illus- 
trated with lantern-slides made from photo- 
graphs and sketches taken by himself in his 
travels through Australia. 


Capitalists and Small Investors read “War” 
Robertson’s advertisement in this paper. 


THE UNIVERSALIST RECORD 


A monthly Journal, devoted te intellectual, moral 
aad spiritual progress, based upon the great universals 
Fatherhood, 
religious hunger, 


W.S. CROWE,D.D. - - 


Brotherhood, Law, Inspiration and 


Editor. 


ASSOCIATE EDITORS, 


Rev. F. A. Bissee, CHARLES FiLunrer, D, D. 
Rev. Amos CruM E. L. Rexrorp, D. D., 
RICHMOND FIskK, b, dD, Rev, 3S. W. SAMPLE, 

H,. W. Tuomas, D, D. 


SPECIAL CONTRIBUTORS. 


Rev, A. N. ALcorrt, Rev. R. A, GREENE, 

E. C, Boiugs, D. D., Rev. F, O. HALL, 

Rev, Henry BLANCHARD, Rev, T. W, ILLMAN, 

Rev. JAMES GorTON, Rev, ALEXANDER KENT, 

Rev. S, A, GARDNER, Rev. M. D, SHuTTER, 
Rev. J. F. ‘TTHoMpson. 


ie MOTTO: 
“Truth for Authority, Not Authority for Truth.” 


SUBSTANCE OF DOCTRINE, 


* The Highest in Man is Evermore the Truesit Indt- 
cation of the Divine Purpose.” 


Send for Sample Copies, 
Price merely nominal. Address: 
THE UNIVERSALIST RECORD, 
Newark, N, J. 


PAMPHLETS FROM Tiié © INDEX.” 


Messianic Expectations. By Rabbi Solo. 
mon Schindler. I. Introductory, 5 cents; 
II. Two Thousand Years Ago, 5 cents; III. 
The Carpenter’s Son, 5 cents; 1V. Judaism 
the Mother and Christianity the Daughter, 
§ cents. V. A Genuine Messiah, 5 cents. 
The five lectures for 20 cents. 


An Agnostic View of the Doctrine ot Vicari- 
ous Atonement. By W.H. Spencer. 5 cents. 


Evolution in Its Relations to Evangelical 
on. F. Underwood, Prof. P. A, 
Chadbourn and Prof. Asa Gray. 5 cents. 


On the Vision of Heaven. By Prof. Francis 
W. Newman. 5 cents. 


The Present Heaven. By O. B. Frothing- 
ham. § cents. 


Lecture on the Bible. 


Voysey. 10 cents. 
God in the Constitution. By Rev. Arthur B. 
Bradiord. 10 cents. 
All these to one Address, 50 cents. 


Any book advertised by us witt be sent presaid by matl 
@ express on receipt of price. For $5.00 cash with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices, and Unity one year free; this offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 


Address 
CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


By Rev. Charles 


C. A. LONG’S 


MUCILAGE ‘ 
gol? grt APPLD ro, Pe Ne Nt f 


25 OENTS 

BY MAIL 
ememneemensene 
No Bottle, 


No Wastc 


Directions,—Moisten open end and pass lightly. 
over face of the paper, being careful not to get it too 
damp. Dries instantly. Address Charles H, 
Merr & Co., 175 Dearborn St.. Chicago. 


DINGES 
KP oD 


Forinfante & invalid: 
rinfants 

Nota nadine but a specially 
prepared , adapted 
weakest stomach. 4 sizes cans. 
Pamphletfree. Woolrich ¢ Co. 
(on every label), Palmer, 


E E DRUD@ —A Sermon. 
cone 8, Chicago. 


wt, a (ae : 
a7 A aa at i, 
% ea, eae ™ we 
Do oe a io tN f gta (eaaperen, 


Vee i ‘ a / “er wy. Bid. Jt 
ia i EY ae | Bila) Scie ae Y rah 


: 


Its superior excellence we in millions of homes 
for more than a quarter of acentary. It is used 
the United States Government. dorsed by the 
heads of the Great Universities as the Strongest, 
Purest, and most Heulthfal. Dr. Price’s Cream 
Baking Powder does not contain Ammonia, Lime, or 
Alam. Sold only in Cans 


PRICE BAKING POWDER CO., 
NEW YORK. OHIOCAGO. ST. LOUIS. 


Evolution.—Popular lectures and 
discussions before the Brooklyn Ethical 
Association. One volume, fine cloth, 
408 pages, illustrated, with eomplete 
index. Price, $2.00. Also printed as 
fifteen separate pamphlets at 10 cents 
each, or all to one address for $1.20. 


One of the most systematic, concise, and 
comprehensive presentations in popular form 
of the foundation and theory of evolution. 
Excellent, . . succinct, . . interesting.— Pudiic 
Opinion. 

A collection of essays, exhibiting the doc 
trine of Evolution as applied to religious, 
scientific and social matters, by well-read and 
cultivated gentlemen. Scholarly and_in- 
structive; we commend the book.—Wew York 
Sun, 

The mode of presentation seems to me ad- 
mirably adapted for *popularizing Evolution 
views.— Herbert Spencer. 

I think your schedule attractive and valu- 
able.—Fokn Fiske. 


OUTLINE OF CONTENTS. 


1, Herbert Spencer: His life, writings 
and philosophy. Daniel Greenleaf Thomp- 


son. 

2. Charles Robert Darwin: His life, 
works, and influence. Rev. John W. Chad- 
wick, 


3. Solar and Planetary Evolution: How 
suns and worlds come into being. Garrett P. 
Serviss. 

4. Evolution of the Earth: The story of 


geology. Dr. Lewis G. Janes. 

5. Evolution of Vegetal Life: William 
Potts. 

6. Evolution of Animal Life: Rossiter 


W. Raymond, Ph.D. 

7. The Descent of Man: His origin, an- 
tiquity, growth. E. D. Cope, Ph.D. 

8. Evolution of Mind: Its nature and de- 
velopment. Dr. Robert G. Eccles, 

9. Evolution af Society: Families, tribes, 
states, classes. James A, Skilton. 

10. Evolution of Theology: Develop- 
ment of religious beliefs. Z. Sidney Samp- 
son, 
11. Evolution of Morals: Egoism, altru- 
ism, utilitarianism, etc. Dr Lewis G. Janes. 

12. Proofs of Evolution: The eight main 
scientific arguments. Nelson C. Parshall. 

13. Evolution as Related to Religious 
Thought: Rev. John W. Chadwick. 

14. The Philosophy of Evolution: Its re- 
lation to prevailing systems. Starr H. 
Nichols. 

15. The Effects of Evolution on the Com. 
ing Civilization: Rev. Minot J. Savage. 


Poems and Essays of James Vila 
Blake. Two volumes uniformly bound 
in dark blue cloth, paper labels, red 
top, uncut edges; Poems, 188 pages; 
Essays, 216 pages; $1.00 each. Either 
volume sold separately. Y 
¢@ A new essayist and a new poet, and strange 
to say, both in the same man; especially 
strange when we are compelled to add _ that 
when we read the essays he seems a born es- 
sayist, and when we read the poems, he seems 
a born poet.—New York Evangelist, 


Pamphlets by DR. FRANCIS E. ABBOT. 


Truths for the Times. Fifty affi: mations on 
Christianity and Free Religion. 10 cents. 
Compulsory Education. § cents. 
The God of Science. 10 cents, 
Is Romanism Real Christianity ? 
A Study of Religion. 10 cents. 
Christian Propagandism. 10 cents, 
The Battle of Syracuse. Two essays by 
Dr. Clarke and Dr. Abbot. 10 cents. 
These seven Pamphlets to one address 
50 cents. 


any 000k advertised by us vili be sent 
or express on receipt of Jrict For with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices, and Unity one year free; this offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 
Address ; 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. 
‘175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 
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May 17, 1890 


READY IN MAY. 


‘Theodore Parker, 


A LECTURE BY 


Samuel Johnson. 


Edited by John H. Clifford and Horace L. Traubel. 


This volume is rather a profound spiritual estimate of the character 
and services of Parker than a detailed biographical analysis of the man. 
No such comprehensive picture of American religious life as involved in 
Parker’s career has come from any other hand. It adequately reflects 
all the controversies and nobler affirmations of these later decades. 
T he highest reverence,conjoined withthe last claim of freedom-—-a note not 
sufficiently recognized, even in friendly judgments upon Parker—here 
finds witness. It is thus a sketch of Liberal thought, to miss which 
must be to an American hereafter one of the perils of scholarship. 
soth from Parker’s own life as now portrayed, and from the rich deduc- 
tions of his biographer, Americans can realize how much America has 
contributed to that sum total of influence which is safely to lift our 
civilization over present abysses. Johnson's ample style and pulse of 
expression, indicating the delicate shades of Parker’s development, 
dwelling not alone upon earlier years and the periods that followed in 
crowded eventfulness, but piercing the cloister of ancestry, Parker’s con- 
tact with German thought and with science, the fiery vicissitudes of 
anti-slavery agitation, initial Unitarian controversies realized and later 
controversies foreshadowed, seems once for all to measure for a giant- 
personality, too little knoWn by his own countrymen, exact historic 
emphasis. 

“T am much your debtor lately, when I read in the Radical your shining chapter on the 


genius of America.”—-RALPH WALDO EMERSON, tm an unpublished letter to Samuel Fohnson, 
Fune 19, 1867. 


“ When the Radical magazine was established, he [Johnson] contributed an article to its 
first number; and in successive volumes published papers among the most thoughtful and 
weighty * * * I remember Mr. Martineau’s telling me that he always read with great 
interest Johnson’s papers in the Radical—SAMUEL LONGFELLOw. 


“He [Johnson] was indeed in every way arare and remarkable man * * * * in 
the tenacity of his intellectual pursuits scarcely surpassed by Darwin * * * In the ele- 
vation of his spirit, he looked down upon the dust and fog of the lower atmosphere.”— 
Davip A. WASSON. 


“«The worship of Jesus,” * * * perhaps the most penetrating and uplifting essay on 
that subject that has appeared in any language * *°* and two volumes on ‘ Oriental 
Religions,’ in point of originality of design, brilliancy of execution and competency of learn- 
ing, will not only maintain a permanent place in literature but be accepted as weighty con- 
tributions to thought.”—O. B. FROTHINGHAM. 


“It is due to Samuel Johnson to.acknowledge that he has fixed China’s place in the his- 
tory of Universal Religion. * * * If I add that Samuel Johnson’s method of inquiry 
was thoroughly scientific, that his sympathies wefe absolutely cosmopolitan, while essen- 
tially religious, and that he laid down the resultg of his most painstaking inquiries in a 
style which carries the reader right along, fascinating as it is by its vivacity and sparkling 
lucidity, while intensely suggestive and instructive, I can but wonder that his countrymen 
in the United States did not give him that place athong the foremost writers, thinkers and 
scholars of the present day which he so fully deserves.”—Pror. E, T. E1TEL, (of Ziubingen 
and Hong-Kong), “ China Review,” 1882. 


“ What I most admire in Samuel Johnson was his not being disheartened by the rubbish 
with which the religions of the East are overwhelmed, but his quietly looking for the 
nuggets. And has henot found thens?”--F. Max MUELLER. 


“ All of Mr. Johnson’s works have great merit. * * With him you are with one of the 
best of guides in the study. of any of the great historic faiths of the world. * * His 
work is marked with the affluence of a wide learning, great dispassionateness, candor, and 
a profound insight. His writings form a priceless contribution -to the elucidation of the 
thought expressed by Bunsen in‘ God in History,’ Johnson is instructive, affirmative and 
inspiring. He reads with the eye of the poet as well as the scholar, He pierces, pene- 
trates, illumes, wherever he goes. His insight is prophetic. He sees how all bears for the 
regeneration and deliverance that is to be, the ideal future for humanity. None has dis- 
cerned more clearly or told more truly and eloquently what is to be the religious evolu- 
tion, the growth and attainment surely of a not distant, if it be not the next coming age. 

* * His figure is to me one of the most heroic and inspiring of our time.” 
CHARLEs D. B. MILLs, in UNITY, 1885. 


APRIL 21st, 1890. 
My dear Mr. Kerr: 
I hear with great satisfaction that you are to publish Samuel Johnson’s lecture upon 
Theodore Parker. I remember it with great pleasure, for Samuel Johnson knew Parker 
well, and no one was better able to appreciate his mind and work. 1 trust you may secure 
for it a wide circulation among the friends of Parker's genius and those who would be such 
could they but know him well. Yours truly, 


J. W. CHADWICK. 
The book, handsomely printed on heavy paper, with wide margins, 
will be tastefully bound, and make an octavo volume of about eighty 
pages. The price, including postage, will be ONE DOLLAR. Advance 
orders will be filled at once on publication. Copies will be ready for 
delivery not later than May 30. Address: 


CHARLES H. KERR@CO, 
175 Dearborn St., Chicago. 
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